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College joins forces 
to fight Swifts 
proposed budget 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


NECC’s budget will be slashed 
$1.5 million according to Gov. Jane 
Swift’s proposed budget for next 
year. But legislators and President 
David Hartleb fear the cuts will be 
much deeper than Swift’s proposed 
8.3 percent. The college is still reel- 
ing from a $1.2 million cut imposed 
during the current fiscal year. 

Hartleb, faculty and staff met 
with legislators on the Haverhill 
campus Feb. 15 to paint the dire pic- 
ture the college is in. 

“They told us it’s going to be 
worse,” Hartleb said. “They think the 
[state] budget will be cut between 10 
and 21 percent.” 

To make matters worse, NECC 
faces losing veteran faculty members 
with no funds to replace them. 

At the meeting with legislators, 
Hartleb and the Massachusetts 
Community College Council, repre- 
sented by NECC faculty member 
Frank Leary, agreed the Early 
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Retirement Incentive Program needs 
to be amended. Among those amend- 
ments asked for are: 

* Increase backfill limit from 20 
to 50 percent for full-tirne faculty; 

* Remove the two year prohibi- 
tion on filling faculty positions; 

* Allow community (and state) 
colleges to retain 100 percent of the 
faculty salaries for replacement in 
programs that serve critical state 
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and amend the ERI,” Hartleb said. 


“That’s my hope.” 
The Board of Trustees was repre- 
sented by Chairman Byron 


Matthews, who said he had good 
feelings about the meeting. “It was 
an excellent meeting. We’re all in 
this together,” he said. 

Sen. Steven Baddour, one of the 
seven legislators at the meeting, said 
that the budget proposed by Swift is 


Its gloom and doom. 


—Sen. Steven Baddour 


needs, such as the nursing program. 

“There was no _ conclusion 
today,” Leary said. “But we are on 
line with the president.” 

Hartleb also stated there is a need 
to raise tuition in addition to amend- 
ing the ERI. That decision must be 
made at the state level. 

“They probably will raise tuition 


irrelevant at this point because it is 
too optimistic. 

“We are not looking at it,” 
Baddour said. “It may be much 
worse.” 

When asked about the state bud- 
get, his response was short and to the 
point, “It’s gloom and doom.” 


See Gloom, page 7 


5 News 


Deaf student rides 
bike across country 


Gov. Swift's proposed budget will reduce NECC's 
already small budget even further, by 8.3 percent, 
from $18,500,000 to $16,990,000. 


Students angered by current parking situation 


Aaron Foss photo 


A student decides to park his truck in an unplowed spot in a creative 
way of overcoming the parking problems many are facing. 


By PETE EDGERLY 
News Editor 


NECC students on both campus- 
es are fed up with parking issues, and 
the administration claims these issues 
are nonexistent. 

All aspects of parking are at 
issue, from lack of spaces to poor 
plowing. Some students have resort- 
ed to creating their own spaces on the 
grass and on snow banks. Those who 
do create their own space have found 
warnings on their car windows. This 
will be changing as security will stop 
issuing warnings to people who park 
creatively. 

The only time you will find a 
warning on your car will be if you’ve 
parked illegally in a handicap space 
or fire lane. According to police, 
parking illegally could cost you up to 
$100. 


Many students have been late to 
classes due to parking problems. 
They will drive in circles looking for 
a place to park. . 

NECC student, Tim Meehan, a 
music major on the Haverhill cam- 
pus, believes something needs to be 
done and done soon. 

“The lot needs to be expanded,” 
Meehan said. 

With a new technology building 
in the works, more students will be 
attending NECC in the future and 
more parking will need to be made 
available but the building probably 
will not be done for a few years 
according to Mark Andrews, vice 
president of administration. 

Meehan points out something 
needs to be done sooner than that. 

Meehan suggested some kind of 
shuttle service from the far reaches of 
the campus so students and faculty 
would not be late to their classes. 


“Shuttle service would be cool,” 
Meehan said. 

Joe Raymond, a graphic design 
major, says a new parking facility 
should be built. 

“Forget leveling a lot of trees,” 
Raymond said. “Create a parking 
garage so everyone gets front row.” 

Mark Andrews believes there is 
plenty of parking available to stu- 
dents. There are eight parking lots on 
campus and only one of which is not 
available to student use. 

This means 88 percent of the 
parking at NECC is open to students. 
The only other limitation on parking 
is in Lot One. 75-100 spaces are 
reserved for the Commercial Driver’s 
License class still leaving 412 spaces. 

“Lot three is strictly for visitors, 
staff and guests of the college,” says 
Andrews. 


See Parking Issues, page 5 
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Students must speak 
out on Swifts cuts 


With recent news of the 
slashing of our college’s bud- 
get again, we, the staff of the 
Observer, encourage all stu- 
dents, faculty and staff to lobby 
the Legislature to stop the cuts 
being made to higher educa- 
tion. 

Gov. Jane Swift is spending 
money on golf courses but not 
on our education. Where is the 
priority in that? 

Our fees were raised again 
for this semester; will they be 
raised again for the fall? What 
about tuition? How long will it 
stay at $25 dollars per credit 
hour? 

Not all students receive 
financial aid from the state or 
from their families and will not 
be able to afford continuing 
their education if tuition and 
fees are continually raised and 
programs are cut. 

How is it that the single 
most important aspect of grow- 
ing, which is education, can get 
cut down because of politi- 
cian’s mistakes and lack of 
foresight? Education cuts are 
the last place our leaders 
should look for money to 
repair their ignorant mistakes. 
Our elected leaders are con- 


stantly explaining how educa- 
tion is so important and power- 
ful, which it is, but why then 
are they so quick to cut educa- 
tion budgets? This is further 
proof of hypocritical politics 
creating more issues rather 
than solving them. 

We need to make sure our 
voices are heard. Get angry 
about your education getting 
shortchanged because our 
state’s budget wasn’t planned 
accordingly. 

Professionally we need to 
write letters and go to the State 
House explaining the impact 
the budget will have on our 
college careers. 

Go to the State House. Talk 
to your representatives and 
senators. Make them under- 
stand how important it is to you 
to continue your education. 

We need to unite as a com- 
munity and lobby the state 
house every day so that they 
hear how dire a situation the 
school is in. Our nursing pro- 
gram could possibly be shut 
down, which does not just 
affect the college but the entire 
state. 

Get with the Student Senate 
on campus about drafting let- 
ters and contacting the State 
House. 

Together, if we unite we can 
make a difference. 
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CONTINUE FOREVER... 


Do you think Gov. Swift 
supports public education? 


Kate McLaughlin, general studies 
“No, I do not like her as governor at 
all. I do not think she supports pub- 
lic education.” 


Matthew Gillis, general studies 

“IT would like to swiftly tie her up 
and then take an honest assessment 
of what we need for school funding.” 


i 


Jessica Barry, dance 

“No, she’s more concerned with the 
Big Dig than public education. Here 
I’m really seeing massive cuts in the 
dance program.” 


David Pellerin photos 


Tom Hampton, business 
“Yes, she does a good job dealing 
with the economic situation.” 


Carol Barron, faculty 

“No, I definitely do not. I think that 
it is not a Republican strong point, 
especially in this state.” 


Jessica La Chance, dance 

“No, we have no money. She’s more 
concerned with her twins than our 
educational funding. She should 
realize that her kids will have to go 
to school at some point.” 
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US state of alert 1s not effective or specific 


Will we see terrorists 
Just walking down 
the sidewalk? 


Attorney 
General John 
Ashcroft last 


week persuad- 
ed Americans 
to be on “the 
highest state of 
alert” because 
another terror- 
ist attack could 
take place 
_ shortly. I feel 
this alert is rather pointless. It 
seems as if the government just 
wants to cover itself in case an 
attack does occur. If we are to be on 
an alert why not give the American 


people more information? 

The threat involves 16 men who 
may be linked to Osama bin Laden, 
according to news reports. These 
men have supposedly 
planned an _ attack 
against the United States 
or its citizens in Yemen. 
The government wants 
us to report these men if 
we see them. I under- 
stand that they are want- 
ed men, but are these 
people actually going to 
be found just walking 
along the sidewalk? 
These men know they 
are wanted, and if they are going to 
strike against us they will probably 
be in some form of disguise. Also, 
will these men still attack us now 
that the country is aware of their 
connection to bin Laden? 

If the government knows that 
these terrorists have planned 
attacks, why not warn of us of what 
might be ahead? If they feel we are 


in danger, then we should be told 
exactly what to do. It is disappoint- 
ing that we still do not know where 
this attack may take place. The gov- 
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ernment must have more informa- 
tion, which they are not giving us. 
We do not know if a “high state of 
alert” means incoming missiles or 
another building being attacked. It 
really could be anything. This basi- 
cally leaves us open to whatever the 
attack may be. 

Ever since Sept. 11, the nation is 
already at high alert. The govern- 


ment should inform us to what it is 
we should be wary of. Are events 
like the Olympics actually a target 
or will terrorists plan a smaller 
attack? This is a question 
that should be answered. 
I wonder how much the 
government knows about 
the situation. I’m sure 
they have a general idea 
of what could occur. 

What I find interest- 
ing is that they never tell 
us when the “alert” will 
actually end. It seems as 
if we just have to wait 
until we get yet another 
warning. 

The amount of warnings is 
another problem. Most Americans, 
after hearing the news last week, 
just brushed it off. How many peo- 
ple actually altered their daily life in 
light of the announcements? I know 
that I did not change how I went 
about my day. Even the president 
himself seemed to go about his daily 
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The government 
just wants to 
cover itself just in 
case an_ attack 
does occur. 


business. If the alert was really that 
high, one might think that Bush 
would have been moved to an undis- 
closed area. 

The warning just seems like the 
government wanting to make us feel 
secure. They make us feel assured 
in that our country is on full alert of 
a terrorist attack. The problem is 
that there really is not much we can 
do but pray that our government 
knows more than we do. 


Student: Cell phones are dangerous Student happy with 
transfer process 


To the Editor: 


My main concern is that the peo- 
ple in our society are taking advan- 
tage of cell phones while driving. 

For example, when I am driving 
around town or even on the highway, 
it seems to me that other drivers are 
not paying attention to what they are 
doing. They are too busy talking on 
the phone trying to make plans for 
later that night, or even to make a 
date. 

Sometimes cell phones are used 
to finish up work that he or she did- 
n't get time to do while at work. 
They should apply time management 
into their schedule. 

1 don’t think that cell phones 
should be used while driving for 


Send a letter 
to the 


Observer. 


Send Email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop letters off in our 
newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


ridiculous things. I see other distrac- 
tions while driving. For example, a 
woman putting on lipstick, a man 
reading a book while driving or even 
trying to change the radio station. 
But, I think cell phones are the 
biggest distraction because more 
people have them. 

Cell phones can be good at 
times. If I were to drive down the 
street and there was an accident that 
hadn’t been reported I could report 
it. If that were the case then I should 
pull over to the side of the road and 
then call for help. If I were to keep 
driving while trying to call to get 
help I could get into an accident 
myself. 

So, I couldn’t prevent one acci- 
dent from happening but I know I can 


prevent another one from happening. 

I think that cell phones are very 
dangerous and they are killing every- 
day. There are so many ways to pre- 
vent accidents from happening. I 
think cell phones should be banned 
while driving. If you were to talk on 
the phone and you got some bad 
news, the chances of you driving fast 
and causing an accident is very high. 

The next person that gets in an 
accident involving a cell phone 
could be someone you know or a 
family member. I don’t want to see 
someone I know get hurt or even 
killed because the person couldn’t 
pull over to use the phone. 


Sarah Field 
NECC student 


Truck driver program 
takes up parking spaces 


To the Editor: 


With the overcrowding of the 
parking lot outside the Spurk 
Building, why have the students lost 
the large lot on the hill to the truck 
driver program? 

If NECC is going to offer truck 
driver training, can’t they use the far 
parking lot? Many of NECC’s stu- 
dents are employed full or part-time 
to support themselves and their edu- 
cation’s and often time is limited. 


Getting into class on time and then to 
work on time can be difficult. 

Forcing students to park even 
further from their classes makes this 
even more difficult. 

Students are the foundation of 
the school, without the students there 
would be no need for the rest. Are the 
students needs being evaluated when 
decisions are being made? 


Susan M. Wentworth 
NECC student 


Parking lot is ice rink 


To the Editor, 


Why is the NECC parking lot one 
big ice rink when it snows? Does 
NECC not have the sufficient funds 
to plow the lot properly? 

I couldn’t believe the way they let 
the parking lot get so out of control 
when it snowed. 

I came to school the after the 
snow storm and slid all over the place 
while driving my car. How safe can 
this possibly be? All of the ice ruts 
left behind are causing damage to my 


car’s alignment. 

I’ve also noticed, because they 
didn’t plow from the start of the 
snowstorm, students lose parking 
spaces. When I park my car the butt 
end of it sticks out into the lane, mak- 
ing it more susceptible to being hit. 

NECC should make it safe for 
students, who pay money to come 
here, by cleaning up the snow in the 
parking lot properly. 


Amanda St. Germaine 
NECC student 


Dear Editor: 


I am a freshman transfer student 
from Rhode Island College. This is 
my first semester at Northern Essex 
Community College. 

I decided to transfer to NECC for 
two reasons. One, the low cost or two, 
to stay closer to home. I was skeptical 
about my transfer to NECC. I wasn’t 
sure how to go about transferring to a 
new school. There is so much paper- 
work that is needed, grades to be sent, 
and transcripts to be seen. 

While attending Rhode Island 
College, I had many difficulties get- 
ting settled in. Since it was my first 
year attending college I was unaware 
of what was expected. The adminis- 
tration did not assist me in anyway. I 
was on my own to figure out what | 
needed to do. 

When I arrived on the NECC 
campus I was very pleased with how 
I was greeted. I was shown around the 
campus and met some of the faculty. 
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I am pleased with 
the competent 
staff here. 


All of my questions were 
answered thoroughly and I was on 
my way to register. Each person | 
talked to in every department was 
helpful and organized. They were 
knowlegable and capable in guiding 
me in the right direction. 

I am pleased with the competent 
staff here at NECC. I feel that my 
transfer was smooth and orderly. 
They say that people remember first 
impressions, and I’I| remember this 
one. 


Rob Kolb 
NECC student 


College to require photo ID 


The following letter was distributed 
on campus Feb. 1. 


To the College Community: 


I would like to offer an update 
with regards to ongoing Security 
Program at Northern’ Essex 
Community College. In our continu- 
ing effort to be more efficient and as 
part of our concern, starting immedi- 
ately Security on campus will ask for 
photo identification (such as a valid 
driver’s license) for anyone access- 
ing campus buildings during off 
hours and weekends. This is a neces- 
sary means for the sake of better 
security for all of us. 

In addition, prior to the events of 
Sept. 11, the College has had regular 
working meeting with local law 
enforcement agencies including fire 
and police chiefs and all other perti- 
nent officials. The College will re- 
double our efforts with these impor- 
tant partners and coordinate services 


as needed. 

Moreover, the College has devel- 
oped new security measures with all 
of our vendors to better serve stu- 
dents, faculty and staff. This height- 
ened level of awareness, coupled 
with new programs, will be of assis- 
tance in meeting our needs for the 
future. 

Lastly, we are currently consid- 
ering a program to develop photo 
identifications for the campus com- 
munity. In the past, individuals may 
have requested and the campus com- 
munity. In the past, individuals may 
have requested and received a 
College ID. The college is exploring 
a program to make this a standard 
operating procedure. 

I pledge to do our best to keep 
the campus community informed 
and involved. Thank you in advance 
for your cooperation. 


Mark Andrews 
Vice President of Administration 
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Government afraid 
to prosecute Walker 


When it comes to 
suspected terrorism 
America is weak 


Justice built the United States. 
Our court system was built upon this 
as well. As citizens of the United 
States we have certain rights and 
freedoms that are sacred to the foun- 
dation of America. People have died 
for our freedom. They have given 


their lives to save our lives. 
Sometimes it has been sneaky and 
sometimes it was done with honor. 
Nevertheless, people have given their 
all for the U.S.A. If this is all true, 
why are we not charging John Walker 
with the crime he is so guilty of? He 
is a traitor. Let’s treat him as a traitor. 

The U.S. has put limitations on 
our freedom of speech, freedom of 
religion, and our right to bear arms. 
When it comes to treason or being a 
traitor, our country is too weak to 
charge someone with the crime. Have 
the bleeding heart civil liberties peo- 
ple got that much of a grip on the 
court system? Can we really believe 
the reason Walker is not being 
charged with treason is because he 
was brainwashed? This is simply 
another sorry attempt at being politi- 
cally correct to avoid conflict with a 
minority of cry babies. I say minority 
because EVERYONE I have spoken 
with about this issue believes Walker 


should be tried for treason. 

There is no room for technicali- 
ties or lost paper work to get this guy 
off the hook. He was caught red 
handed. We found Walker behind 
enemy lines with a gun pointed right 
at us. How much more evidence do 
you really need to convict someone 
of a crime? This is treason, people. 
This isn’t vandalism or murder. This 
is being a traitor to your own country, 
which is a crime. 

Some may argue Walker was 
brainwashed. This is absolutely 
absurd. He freely went over there and 
took on their way of life. He is a hip- 
pie from San Francisco. Doesn’t that 
say enough? Nobody made Walker 
go there and therefore, even if he was 
brainwashed, it was his own fault and 
he should be held accountable. Any 
other country would have cut his arm 
off or publicly hung him by now. 

What does it take to be a traitor in 
the United States? What is it going to 
take to rise above the haze of politi- 
cal correctness and do the right 
thing? An American man was found 
fighting for the enemy and the U.S. is 
too weak to do anything about it. 
Let’s fight terrorism. Let’s do the 
right thing. If so many people feel the 
same way as me, why aren’t our 
elected officials doing anything 
about this? 

I love America. I love what we 
stand for. | would love it even more if 
we practiced what we preached and 
put political correctness in the same 
place as where John Walker belongs; 
six feet under. 


Technology makes 
modern life easier 


Cellphones, E-mail, 
personal computers 
have changed lives 


err 


As we go through life it is easy to 
forget how technology has provided 
us with conveniences not known to 
previous generations. Advances in 
modern medicine have extended our 
lives to the point that people now 
commonly live well into the triple 
digits, something that was far less 
common even 50 years ago. 
Communications technology has 
progressed to the point that thou- 
sands of miles can be traversed in a 
moment, with the push of a button. 
These technological advances, along 
with many others, have made daily 
living easier. Let us explore a few of 
the many items, that are often over- 
looked, that make an ordinary day 
more simplistic. 

The cell phone is a fine first 
example of life made easier through 
technology. There are several of us 
here that have them and there are 
some of us that cannot imagine going 
through an entire day without it. The 
cell phone enables us to make or 
receive calls under almost any condi- 
tions in almost any location, barring 
any roaming charges or lost signals. 

E-mail is another convenience 


which many of take for granted. The 
ability to send and receive mail and 
photos through a cable in a matter of 
moments, instant gratification at it’s 
best. A technology that renders the 
old way of sending and receiving 
mail, and the post office that pro- 
vides this service, virtually obsolete. 
A United States Post Office that at 
this very moment is seeking legisla- 
ture that will allow them to charge a 
fee for sending e-mails, a service that 
the post office doesn’t even provide; 
but I digress, write or call your con- 
gressman. 

Personal computers are another 
modern convenience by which this 
very diatribe brought to you. How 
many of us can conceive of writing a 
several page research paper, a 
requirement of many a class here at 
the lovely NECC, without the use of 
this wonderful machine. Try com- 
posing a paper of any reasonable size 
on a typewriter and see how you fair, 
let the cursing commence. 

I am certain that when one truly 
stops to think of such things, they can 
come up with many fine examples 
that I have overlooked. However, I 
cannot help but think that with all 
these modern technological advances 
that have helped perpetuate life, the 
end result is still the same. See you in 
the dirt. (When of course they’ve 
used some technological manner to 
preserve your lifeless body, hopeful- 
ly they’ll let you take your cell 
phone.) 
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“GOD BLESS AMERICA 


A take on holidays from one of 
the many disrespected singles 


Valentine’s 
Day was last 
week and once 
again I hated it. 
It’s a Hallmark 
holiday that 
entices people 
to buy choco- 
late and flow- 
ers and cards, 
all to make 
money for the big corporations. 

I saw a ladybug in the store the 
other day. It had a big velvet heart on 
its chest and disgustingly over sized 
button eyes. When squeezed it 
played “I Will Always Love ~ 
You.” I just barely made my 
way to the door without choking 
on my own vomit. 

I have never liked 
Valentine’s Day, as most single 
people don’t. We companionless peo- 
ple see cupid as a harbinger of 
depression. It’s an evil holiday where 
the single folk of the world feel col- 
lectively bad for themselves. It may 
not seem like a big deal, but truthful- 
ly all the talk of love when it’s absent 
from your life can leave in empty 
feeling inside. Like the first Mother’s 
Day after your mother has passed 
away or spending July 4 in another 
country. Something just seems to be 
missing. Valentine’s Day does NOT 
reek of awesomeness. 

While I was thinking of holidays, 
I decided that since I have already 
commented on Christmas and 
Valentine’s Day, I may as well hit on 
all of the holidays now to save your 
time and mine when they roll around. 
I know you all read this column for 
the educational lessons, OK, so you 
read it when you’re sitting in 
between classes and don’t feel like 
doing homework, but let me have my 
delusion. 

Anyways, if you ever feel the 
need to find out what Aaron Foss 
thinks of a holiday, then just cut the 
article out and refer back to it in the 
future. And now, the holidays that 
reek of awesomeness. 

New Year’s Eve- The best party 
night of the-year. Don’t make resolu- 


tions because you won’t keep them. 
A holiday to just have fun. 

St. Patrick’s Day- The day of the 
year when the entire country wants to 
be Irish. Just stay out of Southie if 
you go to Boston. 

Mother’s Day- Always thank the 
woman who brought you into the 
world and who cut the crust off your 
bread. 

Father’s Day- Same as Mother’s 
Day. Thank the man who taught you 
how to shave, fish, and knit 


doilies.....1 mean.....play baseball. 

Arbor Day- I just thought I 
would include it because I feel bad 
for it. Nobody cares about Arbor 
Day. It’s the runt puppy in the holi- 
day litter. 


Fourth of July- The day of the 
year when we take pride in being cit- 
izens of the greatest country the 
world has ever seen. Just be careful 
when you’re setting off fireworks. 
Just ask my uncle, “Fingerless” Dave 
Foss. 

Columbus Day- The guy was 
confused. He thought he was in India 
when he was so far from the real 
thing. But hey, it gets me a day off 
from school. 

Halloween- The day when you 


get to play malicious pranks on peo- 
ple. A personal favorite, as I grew up 
with several neighbors I despised. 

Thanksgiving- Food. Football. 
Period. 

So there are the holidays I look 
forward to during the year. However, 
there are some times of the year 
when I don’t even want to get out of 
bed. Here are the holidays that 
DON’T reek of awesomeness. 

New Year’s Day- The day you 
realize that another year of working 
hard, being nice to people and doing 
what you’re supposed to do will lead 
you nowhere. Plus the hangovers. 

President’s Day- The day we cel- 
ebrate the collective birthdays of 
George Washington and Abe 

Lincoln. I never liked it because 
they left so many presidents out. 
How. do you think Millard 
Fillmore would feel if he were 
alive today? 

Easter- The thought of an 8- 
foot rabbit coming into my house 
while I was sleeping always dis- 
turbed me. 

Labor Day- I never understood 
the name. Why is it called Labor Day 
if it is supposed to be a day where we 
don’t work? Rename it Relaxation 
Day, then we’ll talk. 

Christmas- Santa Claus enters 
houses during the night and gets a 
holiday. I enter houses during the 
night and I get 3 to 5. Doesn’t make 
sense. 


Help Wanted 


Part-time, Flexible Hours 


Person needed to place ad stands 


in store locations. Neat appearance 
and own transportation required. 
Paid on commission. 


Call Chris: 978-869-8293 
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Deaf student seeks support for fundraiser 


Ruhaka plans 52-day 
bike trip for Deaf Way 
scholarships 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Tuamana Ruhaka is on a mis- 
sion. 

On May 12 he will embark on a 
52-day cross-country bike trip to 
benefit the Deaf Way Student 
Scholarship Fund. Along with rais- 
ing money for this worthwhile fund, 
he plans to find himself and bring 
more awareness to the deaf commu- 
nity as a whole. 

Ruhaka is currently in his sec- 
ond semester at Northern Essex and 
is enrolled in the English Language 
Cluster program. Born in Dublin, 
Ireland, Ruhaka lived there until age 
three when he moved to Zimbabwe. 
After five years there, his family 
moved to the United States for the 
better education system. Ruhaka 
graduated from Newton High 
School in Newton, Mass., in 2001 
before attending NECC that fall. 

Being so well traveled will be an 
advantage for Ruhaka as he travels 
across the United States. 

“I enjoy biking and different 
sports like that”, Ruhaka told the 
Observer through the assistance of 
an ASL interpreter. 

According to the DWSSF Web 
site, The 2002 Cycling Across the 
USA event will involve 20 students 
from the United States, South 
America, and Japan bicycling cross- 
country. The states to be crossed are 
California, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee, and 
Virginia. Major cities to be visited 
by the cyclists include Los Angeles, 
Phoenix, Dallas/Fort Worth, Little 
Rock, Memphis, and Washington 
DC where the event concludes on 
July 8. 

“No other organization has done 
anything like this before and | 
thought it would be neat to do it,” 
Ruhaka said. “It takes a lot of team- 


Speak 
your 
mind 


send letters to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


work to pull this off, but it’s impor- 
tant to myself that I do. I want to 
know who I am and do some soul- 
searching. Ill have some days to 
think because there will be a lot of 
time before we get to Washington 
DGS 

Support personnel, including 
interpreters, drivers, and bicycle 
mechanics, will accompany the 
cyclists on the trip. 

“There should be more deaf 
awareness so that students can learn 
more about what deaf students are 
doing”, said Ruhaka. 

The DWSSF Action plan is 
three-fold: to establish an annual 
Student Scholarship Fund, to estab- 
lish a five member Honorary Board 
of Trustees, and to establish the pro- 
tocols for an annual fundraising 
event. The fundraising goal for the 
cycling trip is set at $30,000 dollars. 

“ At Northern Essex we encour- 
age our students to participate in 
community service activities, 
believing that by volunteering their 
time they can make a difference in 
the lives of others and also become 
stronger people”, said NECC 
President David Hartleb. 

“Tuamana’s plans to ride his 
bike across seven states to raise 
money for scholarships is a great 
example of the kind of impact one 
student can have. I am extremely 
proud that he has chosen to under- 
take this, and I wish him the best of 
luck!” 

Ruhaka is in need of $4,000 dol- 
lars in sponsors in order to purchase 
supplies for the trip. Of that, $3,000 
will be spent in order to supply a 
bicycle, helmets, shoes, and other 


supplies. 
If you would like to find out 
more information, visit 


www.dwssf.com for details on the 
Deaf Way Student Scholarship 
Fund. 

If you would like to send a dona- 
tion to Ruhaka in order to sponsor 
his trip, please contact 
ruhaka@aol.com or send donations 
to the care of Sidney Pietzsch; 
Northern Essex Community 
College, 100 Elliot Way, Haverhill, 
MA 01835. 
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NECC student, Tuamana Ruhaka, will participate in a 52 day cross- country bike-riding fundraiser to 
raise money for The Deaf Way Student Scholarship Fund. 


Parking complaints spur change 


Continued from page 1 


Andrews also said snow banks 
must be moved according to strict 
regulations. Therefore, unless snow 
piles are a direct cause for problems 
in the parking lot, they must remain 
in the parking lot. Andrews sited an 
incident last winter in which the piles 
were so large they obstructed the 
view of people turning into the drive- 
way. Those piles were removed. If 
snow banks are posing a parking 


problem, Andrews said he is more 
than happy to sit down and speak 
with anyone about it. 

Ice is another issue in the parking 
lot. Unfortunately, all NECC can do 
is sand. Andrews said salting the 
premises is not permitted due to the 
close proximity of Lake Kenoza, 
which is Haverhill’s reservoir. 

Andrews also pointed out all 
state parking laws and regulations 
apply on the school grounds. If a 
warning is placed on your vehicle it 


is because you are parked inappropri- 
ately or illegally. He also gave no 
impression of a shuttle service to be 
added. 

Andrews suggested all students 
park in designated spaces not only to 
avoid a ticket, but also for safety and 
convenience reasons. 

“We have emergency posts locat- 
ed in the parking lots,” Andrews said. 
“You can punch the button if you 
have a flat tire or your car won’t start. 
Security will come and help you.” 
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Diagram of parking lot capacities on NECC’s Haverhill campus. 
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Dozens of corpses 
found decomposing 
at crematory 


NOBLE, Ga. (AP) Dozens of 
decomposing corpses were found 
stacked in storage sheds and scat- 
tered in woods outside a cremato- 
ry, and authorities arrested the 
operator. Some of the bodies were 
in coffins that appeared to have 
been buried and disinterred. 

When investigators asked 28- 
year-old Ray Brent Marsh why the 
bodies weren't cremated, he told 
them the crematory incinerator 
wasn't working, Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation spokesman John 
Bankhead said. 

“The worst horror movie 
you've ever seen—imagine that 10 
times worse,” Walker County 
Coroner Dewayne Wilson said. 
“That is what I'm dealing with.” 

Officials said the number of 
bodies could be in the hundreds. 

Bankhead said some of the 
bodies were found in rusty coffins, 
some of which could be up to 10 
years old. 


Federal government 
now responsible for 
airline security 

CHANTILLY, Va. (AP) The 
government took responsibility 
Feb. 17 for security at U.S. air- 
ports with a pledge to safeguard 
travelers while also treating 
them with courtesy. 

Passengers will not notice 
many immediate changes with 
the federal takeover, said John 
Magaw, the new undersecretary 
for transportation security. 

Management of security has 
switched from private compa- 
nies, but many of the same pro- 
cedures and employees are to 
remain in place, he said. 

“As of now, we will make 
sure we're observing the screen- 
ing and make sure it's being 
done properly,” McGaw said at a 
news conference at Dulles 
International Airport. 


Olympic spectators 
grumble about 
poor food selection 


PARK CITY, Utah (AP) 
Slim culinary pickings at the 
Olympics have stomachs growl- 
ing and fans griping. 

Beef hot dogs, beef chili and 
soup made from beef stock dom- 
inate the food selections, disap- 
pointing fans who like a wider 
variety or don't eat red meat. 

“This is.a world-class event. 
You'd think they could have 
some fish or some garlic chicken 
or something,” complained luge 
spectator John Gould, 41. “Ten 
or 15 years ago you expected 
crummy food, but now lots of 
sports have up-scaled it.” 

Don Pritchard, director of 
food services, said hauling food, 
water and cooking equipment up 
a steep ski hill would have been 
too difficult and costly. 


Feb. 20, 2002 


Enrollment jumps 8.6 percent 


Increase is result of 
aggressive approach 
to spring enrollment 


Full-time equivalent (FTE) 
enrollments at Northern Essex 
Community College increased by 
8.6 percent for the spring semester 
over the same period last academic 
year. 

FTE is a state formula in which 
the total credit hours of all students 
is divided by 15 (a full-time course 
load). It is a key determinant in 
judging the effectiveness of commu- 
nity colleges, where students fre- 
quently take a part-time course load. 


The head count of students at 
NECC this semester is 6,234, an 
increase of 2.6 percent from last 
spring’s figure of 6,078. 

“The real news is that over the 
four years of our strategic plan, the 
spring head count has increased by 
1,234, or 25 percent, and the FTE 
has increased by 627, or 27 per- 
cent,” said Mary Ellen Ashley, vice 
president of Enrollment 
Management and Student Services. 

Ashley reported the new figures 
to NECC’s Board of Trustees at 
their Jan. 30 meeting. 

“The four-year growth is the big 
story, not the incremental increase 
from semester to semester. We are 
growing our student base, attracting 
more recent high school graduates 


as well as more adults.” 

One big reason for the spring 
increase is that the college has taken 
a more aggressive approach to 
spring enrollment. 

“It’s something we keep after 
semester after semester,” Ashley 
said. “Students don’t have to start 
college in the fall; it’s just as easy to 
enroll in the spring semester.” 

Over the four years of the strate- 
gic plan, the head-count enrollment 
at the school has increased by 1,839 
students (17 percent), while the FTE 
enrollment has increased by 1,131 
students (21 percent). 

“We are rapidly approaching the 
goal of 3,600 FTE that was set in 
our strategic plan,” President David 
Hartleb said. 


Staff Association union raises money 
for its annual student scholarship 


By SHANE SAVASTANO 
Contributing Reporter 


Members of the NECC Staff 
Association are working hard to add 
one more scholarship to the more 
than 200 already offered to students. 

Last week the A.F.S.C.M.A., a 
staff union, began raising funds for 
NECC Staff Association scholarship 


with its annual Valentine Fundraiser. 
Union members sold raffle tickets 
and holiday chocolates. 

Every spring and fall semester 
for the past five years at least one 
staff scholarship has been given in 
reward for a 3.0 GPA and a school- 
oriented extra-curricular back- 
ground. 

Judy Kelleher, the A.F.S.C.M.A. 
union president, and Louise 


Bevilacqua, union member, encour- 
aged more students to apply early 
for the scholarship because in the 
past only one qualified student has 
applied. To apply, students must 
write a personal essay 200-500 
words long explaining their accom- 
plishments, goals and personal 
information. Forms must be 
obtained and submitted at the 
Financial Aid Office in B Building. 


Doctor awarded $4.2 M in lawsuit > 
against Boston Globe and hospital 


BOSTON (AP) _ A doctor who 
said she was libeied by a story about 
the death of a Boston Globe health 
columnist has won a $4.2 million 
judgment against the newspaper, a 
former reporter, the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute and a former admin- 
istrator. 

Last week’s jury finding came in 
a libel and defamation lawsuit filed 
by Dr. Lois Ayash, who claimed she 
had been scapegoated for the death 
of Betsy Lehman, who died of an 
overdose of experimental cancer 
drugs. 

Ayash alleged she was libeled by 
a 1995 Globe story that said she had 
countersigned an erroneous medical 


order that resulted in Lehman’s 
death. The article described her as 
“leader of the team” of doctors at 
Dana-Farber __ responsible _ for 
Lehman’s care. 

The Globe published a correction 
saying Ayash had not countersigned 
the order, but it stood by its claim that 
she was the head of the treatmenit 
team that was using the experimental 
chemotherapy regimen. 

A judge last year issued a default 
judgment in favor of Ayash after the 
Globe and reporter Richard Knox 
refused to reveal confidential 
sources. So the only question for the 
jury with regard to the Globe and the 
reporter was how much they would 


have to pay in damages. 

The Circuit Court jury, after 
deliberating into a third day, agreed 
with most of Ayash’s claims. and 
assessed penalties against all four 
defendants, who also included 
Dana-Farber’s former chief of staff, 
David M. Livingston. 

Globe Publisher Richard H. 
Gilman and Knox, who now works 
for National Public Radio, remain 
steadfast in their refusal to identify the 
sources and said they plan to appeal. 

“The protection of sources is a 
cornerstone of our ability to report 
news and, as we have in the past, we 
will continue to defend that privi- 
lege,” Gilman said. 


Fitchburg State student, 41, files age 
discrimination suit against Atlantic Monthly 


BOSTON (AP) An internship at 
The Atlantic Monthly magazine 
looked like a great opportunity to 
Fitchburg State College senior 
Joanna Jackson, an English major 
eager for experience in writing or 
publishing. 

But when Jackson applied for the 
position, the Boston-based magazine 
told her it could not accept her— 
because she was older than the stu- 
dents who typically seek the posi- 
tion. 

“We are simply unable to accept 
people who are older because our 
interns work very closely together 
and it won’t work if they are of very 
different ages or stages in their 
lives,” the magazine’s internship 
coordinator, Lucie Prinz, wrote 
Jackson, a 41-year-old mother of 


four. 

“So, just as kindergarten is for 
five year olds, there is a cut-off point 
for our program. I hope you under- 
stand why, with all your good quali- 
fications and references, we are 
unable to consider you for our intern- 
ship.” 

The magazine has since invited 
Jackson to reapply for the internship. 
But Jackson will continue to pursue 
her the complaint she filed against 
the magazine with the Massachusetts 
Commission Against Discrimination. 

Jackson, of Shirley, who returned 
to school after raising her children, 
applied for entry-level internships 
because she wants the full-time pub- 
lishing and writing experience. She 
tutors at Fitchburg State College’s 
Writing Center, and writes for the 


Sentinel & Enterprise of Fitchburg. 

“T know the internship is not nec- 
essarily about having a job. It’s about 
getting exposure to the work force,” 
she said. “It’s often about grunt 
work. But I understand that.” 

Despite offering Jackson the 
chance to reapply, Atlantic Monthly 
editor Michael Kelly disagree with 
Jackson’s claim they discriminated 
against her because of her age. 

“It is an internship program, and 
it is meant for, generally speaking, 
relatively young people who are fin- 
ishing up their education. And I think 
it is right, and it is the way it should 
be,” Kelly said. “But if somebody 
meets the requirements, I don’t think 
we should just flat out say, ‘Well, 
you can’t come in because of your 


cE od) 


age. 


World News 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Bush goes to Asia 
amid concern over 
his remarks about 
‘axis of evil’ 

WASHINGTON (AP) 
President Bush, embarking on a 
trip to Asia, said Feb. 16 that the 
dividing zone between North 
and South Korea is “one of the- 
most dangerous places on earth.” 

Bush said he supports South 
Korean efforts for a dialogue of 
friendship and reconciliation 
with North Korea. But, he 
added, “I will remind the world 
that America will not allow 
North Korea and other danger- 
ous regimes to threaten freedom 
with weapons of mass destruc- 
tion.” 

North Korea, Iran and Iraq 
are part of what the president has 
branded an “axis of evil,” and in 
his weekly radio address, Bush 
did not back away from that 
assertion. But he did not repeat 
the phrase, which has alarmed 
European allies. and generated 
anti-American sentiment. 

The address aired shortly 
after Bush and his wife, Laura, 
left the White House on their _ 
six-day trip to Japan, South 
Korea and China. 


Maoist rebels kill 
129 in Nepal 


KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) 
In their biggest-ever attack, 
Maoist rebels killed at least 129 
civilians, police officers and 
army soldiers, putting an end to 
any prospects of peace in this 
Himalayan kingdom. 

In the assault just a little 
after midnight Sunday at a dis- 
trict headquarters and a nearby 
airport in northwestern Nepal, 
the rebels killed 76 policemen, 
48 army soldiers, an intelligence 
officer and four civilians. 


Saudi man sentenced 
to 4,750 lashes and 
six years for sex 
with sister-in-law 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia 
(AP) A Saudi court has sen- 
tenced a man to 4,750 lashes—to 
be carried out during his six 
years' imprisonment—for hav- 
ing sex with his sister-in-law, a 
Saudi newspaper reported 
Sunday, Feb 17. 

The court in the Saudi port 
city of Jiddah also convicted and 
sentenced the woman involved 
in the case to six months in jail 
and 65 lashes, the paper Al- 
Eqtisadiah reported. 

The court found that the 
woman did not consent to the 
relationship, but that it was not 
rape as it was conducted in an 
inhabited place. It wasn't clear 
why she was_ prosecuted. 
However, having a relationship 
with one's in-law is considered a 
serious offense under the strict 
Islamic judicial code that Saudi 
Arabia follows. 
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Budget forecast: ‘Gloom and doom’ 


Continued from page | 


Baddour said everything is at risk 
of receiving cuts: “There are no 
sacred programs.” But he added the 
NECC nursing program should be 
perserved, “It’s the last program we 
should be cutting.” 

Baddour said the State House 
needs to set priorities, and the only 
real priority, at this point, should be 
the budget. 

“Governor Swift is hiring a golf 


pro to run two golf courses in Boston _ 


that the state owns and laying off 
critical positions,” Baddour said. 
“It’s terrible. My view, sell the golf 
courses.” 

Baddour added the Legislature 
needs to hear from the public how the 
budget is going to impact the college 
community. 

“I am challenging your col- 
leagues to lobby the State House,” 
Baddour said. “Write letters, contact 
your senators and representatives let 
them know how this is going to affect 
you the students.” 

Hartleb said he is trying to deal 
with the budget crisis by setting up 
“focus groups” with the faculty and 
staff to discuss the essential core 
business needed to keep the college 
going. The discussions will be con- 
ducted by an outside professional 
facilitator, so Hartleb can attend the 
meetings and listen to the ideas. 


“T have a list of ideas, some are 
pretty bold,” Hartleb said. 
“Hopefully this will make them 
understand how bad this is.” Hartleb 
declined to discuss his own ideas. 

There will be at least 10 focus 
groups to which faculty and staff will 
be invited. Hartleb said he will not 
set them up by department. “I want 
this to be a campus discussion, not 
just one way,” Hartleb said. “I want 
this to be an environment where peo- 
ple can brainstorm and generate 
ideas.” 

He also discussed his plans to 
have the ideas posted on the school’s 
We bieeees 
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Sen. Steven Baddour, right, 
recieves mug from NECC 
administrator, Bob Hatem. 


page. 
“This way we can post the ideas 
about the cuts and then people can 


post their comments,” Hartleb said. 
“It will create a campus dialogue.” 

Joe LeBlanc, 
English and co-chair to the Strategic 
Action Committee for the MCCC, 
worked with legislators on getting 
the ERI law passed, but shares the 
hope the law will be amended. 

“We had concerns,” LeBlanc 
said. “But we felt [the qualified 
members] deserved the break.” 

LeBlanc said there were a few 
“hoops” to jump through but the col- 
leges can appeal to have the law 
amended. 

“Tt’s hard to believe they will not 
allow us to rehire or replace those 
teachers,” LeBlanc said. 

LeBlanc said he is open-minded 
and cautiously hopeful, but is not 
sure where the cuts can be made. 

“This state thrives on its brain 
power,” LeBlanc said. “It’s unwise to 
continue cutting higher education.” 

Other MCCC positions are: 

* Postpone Question #4, freezing 
the income tax rate at 5.3 percent 
until the state’s financial picture 
improves; 

¢ Repeal the recently passed 
charitable deduction tax cut; 

¢ Add 3 cents per gallon on gas to 
pay Big Dig bond obligations; 

¢ Allow individual community 
colleges to set their student fee rates 
and tuition. 


Student senate needs you 


Only four of 15 seats 
are filled on NECC 
Student Senate 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


The Northern Essex student gov- 
ernment has once again found itself 
with a severe lack of students 
involved in the program. 

Currently, the Student Senate has 
only four of the 15 available senate 
positions filled. The Student Senate 
enrollment numbers have been drop- 
ping steadily since the spring semes- 
ter of last year, with the last time all 
15 positions were filled being the fall 
semester of 2000. 

“In the past we have had a full 
senate with even more people wanti- 
ng to join. We occasionally have to 
turn people away because their GPA 
was too low, but their has always 
been an interest in the joining the 
Senate”, said Dina Brown, adviser to 
the Student Senate. 

“T think the September 11 attacks 
may have had an effect on the Senate 
because it was right around the time 
the semester started. We were left 
with fewer student members because 


some graduated or transferred.” 

The Student Senate is the repre- 
sentative boody of the Student 
Government Association. It is 
responsible for recommending a 
spending plan for the Student 
Activities Fund (SAF) to the college 
president and overseeing the student 
clubs and organizations funded by 
the SAF. It is also responsible for 
representing the SGA members, 


OPT SP 


We were left with 
fewer student 
members. 


—Dina Brown 


according to Student Activities. 

Last spring the enrollment in the 
organization dropped to six people at 
the start of the semester with only 
four remaining as NECC went into 
the summer break. That number 
dropped to only two senators by 
Christmas break. This semester the 
number has risen again to four sena- 
tors, however the decrease in mem- 


bers stills troubles some people. 

“If you want anything to happen 
at your school, you have to make an 
effort to be a part of a group that has 
the resources to get things done”, 
said Student Senate Vice-President 
Shayna O’ Donohue. 

Brown shared the same senti- 
ments. 

“It’s important to get things out 
there and talk to people. People need 
to know you might not think they 
have an impact, but they do. The 
Student Senate is for students who 
would like to see a change. People 
tell me they don’t even know NECC 
has a student government and it bog- 
gles my mind,” said Brown 

Brown says she believes the 
requirements for joining the Student 
Senate to be minimal. 

A senator must have a GPA of 
2.25 and be in good academic stand- 
ing, be enrolled for a minimum of six 
credits, hold three office hours a 
week, and attend the weekly senate 
meetings, held Wednesdays from 3 to 
5 pm. 

If you are interested in joining 
the Student Senate you are invited to 
contact Dina Brown at 978-556-3732 
or Cheryl Berry at 978-738-7416. 


professor of 


Meet Glen Beal, 
head of security 


New chief of security Glen Beal 
took time to sit down with Observer 
editor Gayle Simone recently to 
answer a few questions about Eagle 
Security. 


Observer: How long have you 
been employed by Eagle Security? 


Beal: I helped Michael Alaimo, 
owner of Eagle Security, start up the 
company and worked with them for 
two years. I left for a short time and 
was asked to come back a few 
months ago. 


Observer: What background do 
you have? 


Beal: I learned with Michael. 
When I first started I worked at 
Methuen High School. My sister and 
brother-in-law are both State 
Troopers. We do not need any crimi- 
nal justice background; it’s altogeth- 
er different. 


Observer: We understand that 
Mark Andrews has challenged you 
to stay out of the office. Have you 
been able to live up to that? 


Beal: It’s automatic for the secu- 
rity guards to be out of the office. We 
need to be visible and meeting peo- 
ple around campus. For me it’s a lit- 
tle bit harder, I would need a secre- 
tary to take all my phone calls. 


Observer: How many security 
guards are assigned to our 
Haverhill campus? 


Beal: There are 21 of us on this 
campus, all though the shuttle dri- 
vers vary due to demand. 


Observer: Was there yet another 
change in the smoking policy? 


Beal: No, not in the policy, in 
conversation only. The maintenance 
department told us that if the stu- 
dents are beyond the light post on the 
front side of Spurk no one is going to 
bother them. 


Observer: How do you plan to 
enforce checking IDs on campus? 


Beal: We will be enforcing it 
during off campus hours, which is 
technically third shift, so it should be 
fairly easy to do. 


Observer: What if they can not 
produce a picture ID? 


Beal: Simple, they are not get- 
ting in and if they are already on the 
premise they will be asked to leave. 
If there is nothing going on in the 
building it’s locked. On Saturdays 
usually four buildings are opened 
with two security guards on duty. 
One would cover the Student Center 
and the Library; the other would 
cover the other two buildings. 


Observer: What is the purpose 
of the parking stickers? 


Beal: You do not need a sticker 
to park, but if you have a sticker and 
something was to happen we could 
locate you in the school. I wish more 
people would get stickers. 


Observer: What is the main 
function of the security on campus? 


Beal: Our main function is to 
observe and report. Stay active. If 
there is a situation it’s their job to get 
me on the mike and | can defuse it. 
We are not like cops. It’s very impor- 
tant to get that message out there. We 
are not here to tell students what to 
do or to boss them around. 


Observer: What is the one mes- 
sage you would like to get out to the 
students, faculty and staff on cam- 
pus? 


Beal: Somewhere along the line, 
the security on campus was deemed 
to be rejects, bottom of the barrel. 
That cannot be father from the truth. 
We have a mixture of people on our 
staff, businessmen, students who 
need extra money and others who 
just need a part-time job to help 
make ends meet. They are definitely 
not bottom of the barrel and they are 
perceived that way. Everyone gives 
back the respect that they receive. 
We talk about it all the time. I think 
it will take a little bit of time, but we 
are going to win the people over. If 
there is a problem they can call us 
and we’ll take care of it. That’s what 
we are here for. I am hopeful that 
over time people will feel comfort- 
able coming to us. We don’t want the 
adversary felling at all. 
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Head of security, Glen Beal, discusses priorities on campus. 
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Valentine’s dance raises 
funds for Student Senate 
and women’s center 


Event is part of 
Sexual Responsibility 
Week at NECC 


By DAvID PELLERIN 
Opinion Editor 


Students at Northern Essex were 
a part of an extra special Valentine’s 
Day this year. In the lobby of the 
Spurk building, the spirit was in the 
air and money was being raised for 
women’s charities. 

In the lobby of the building a 
desk was set up where it would be 
the first thing students saw as they 
walked in. For many it was a spot 
where they could buy a last minute 
Valentine’s Day flower for that 
someone special. 

There was delicious pizza. for 
sale, which was gladly distributed by 
the volunteers. For people with a 
sweet tooth, the table was set up 
with all sorts of different chocolates, 
ranging from chocolate bears to 
strawberries dipped in chocolate 
sauce. 

Student Activities Coordinators 
Dina Brown and Olien Liu tended 
the table. 

The Student Senate hosted this 


affair and put the money toward to a 
good cause. 

“Half of the proceeds are going 
to the Student Senate while the other 
half is going to a women’s shelter in 
Newburyport,” said Shayna O’ 
Donahue, Vice President of the 
Student Senate. 

The organizers needed a lot of 
preparation to get the event going. 
Two Student Senate meetings were 
spent discussing ways to raise 
money before. 

“It was tough getting enough 
senators but the ones we had have 
banded together and made things 
happen,” said O’ Donahue. 

Aerosmith’s “I Don’t Want to 
Miss A Thing”, Oasis’s 
“Wonderwall” and “This Is A Test” 
were among the music being played 
at the charity dance that was being 
held. For a donation of one dollar, 
you could dance with either an angel 
or a cowboy. Student senators Ivan 
Boles and Laura Jones played the 
part of these characters and were 
happy to dance with any students 
who donated their money. As with 
everything else, the money went to 
the cause. 

This whole event was a part of 
“Sexual Responsibility Week”. An 
NECC sponsored event which helps 
spread awareness of sexual abuse 
and related problems. 


Students have fun at the fundraiser for prevent sexual abuse. 


3 staff members receive 
state citation awards 


Three NECC employees win 
state excellence award 

Three employees from Northern 
Essex Community College are recip- 
ients of the Commonwealth Citation 
for Outstanding Performance. The 
three winners of the 

state-wide award are Circulation 
and Access Services Librarian 
Louise Bevilacqua, Assistant Dean 
of Advising and Academic Support 
Angela Guarino, and Academic 
Advisor Janet O’ Keefe. 

Louise Bevilacqua’ is from 
Haverhill, and has worked at 
Northern Essex CC for 29 years. She 
was nominated by Library Director 
Linda Hummel-Shea. 

“Louise continually endeavors to 
improve her work area and enhance 
library service,” Hummel-Shea 
wrote in her nomination. “Over the 
years, (she) has mentored many 
work-study students and served as a 
resource to students, staff and the 
community. Louise has devoted 
much energy and creativity to the 
library and to the college as well.” 

Angela Guarino is from 
Tewksbury and has worked at NECC 
for eight years. She was nominated 
by Wendy Shaffer, Assistant Dean of 
Institutional Advancement, who 
cited Guarino’s work as a grent 
writer and manager. over and above 
her normal duties. 

“Grants aren’t written in an 
assessment center during the day 
when lights are on, the staff is pre- 
sent, the phone is ringing, and stu- 
dents need help,” Shaffer wrote. 
“They are. written when others are 
having dinner with family or a week- 
end with friends. They are written 
because of a commitment to col- 
leagues, a commitment to oneself, 
out of spirit for the college, but most- 
ly, they are written out of love for 
students and their potential for suc- 


Left to right, Janet O'Keefe, Angela Guarino and Louise Bevilacqua 


receive citation awards. 


cess ... every day, by the simple.elo- 
quence of example, she teaches us all 
we need to know about faith, hard 
work, and determination, intelli- 
gence and creativity, the capacity for 
deep thought and an immense belief 
in her mission.” 

Janet O’Keefe, from Ipswich, 
was nominated by two people. David 
Kelley, Associate Dean of 
Instructional Support, and f.ula 
Strangie, Director of the Academic 


- Advising Center, co-wrote the nomi- 


nation for O’Keefe; who has worked — 
at the college for 20 years. 

“She has been ‘student centered’ 
long before anyone ever used the 
term,” they wrote. “Although it was: 
never a part of her job description, 
she has always been willing to col- 
laborate vith and assist other areas 
of the college ... She is a hard-work- 
ing, compassionate and caring pro- 
fessional.” 


Five NECC professors 
receive Excellence Aw’ rds 


Five Northern Essex Community College professors are the recipients of Excellence Awards from 
the National Institute of Staff and Organizational Development. First row left to right, Linda 
Murphy, Bernice Richards, Paulette Redmond; back row, James Murphy and Susan Sanders. 
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Reiki, the ancient pain reliever 


By NORMA VITALE 
Features Editor 


Reiki is an ancient way of heal- 
ing by using one’s own energies. It’s 
away of relaxing; it even helps 
relieve pain. Many people are turning 
to this alternative method to help 
relieve extreme pain and stress, with- 
out having to take more medication. 
Over recent years, Reiki’s popularity 
has now brought many hospitals into 
using this method of healing to help 
patients for post and pre-surgeries. 


Rediscovery 

Reiki was rediscovered in the 
1800s. Reiki had been around for 
thousands of years and had even been 
documented in Sanskrit, the ancient 
Indian language. Unfortunately, not 
much evidence indicates when Reiki 
first came about. 

In the late 1800s, a Japanese 
Christian minister, Dr. Mikao Usui, 
rediscovered Reiki. A student of his 
asked one day if he believed in the 
miracles of Christ and how he per- 
formed them. Usui believed in the 
miracles of Christ however didn’t 
know how he performed them and 
went searching for answers. 

Usui spent many years research- 
ing in Christian texts looking for the 
answers. Then he met a monk who 


advised him to search Buddhist writ- 
ings since Buddha also healed. 

Usui visited different temples 
and monasteries studying with the 
Buddhist monks. Though, the monks 
were less concerned with the medita- 
tion of energy for spirituality than on 
healing the body. In a small Buddhist 
monastery Usui came across 
Sanskrit. He found how to go further 
in depth medication and meditation. 

Usui decided to try out this heal- 
ing method and went to the top of 
Mount Kurama, near Kyoto to medi- 
tate. Usui brought 21 rocks with him 
to throw off the mountain to keep 
track of the days. It’s said, on the 
20th day, Usui saw a bolt of lighting 
in the sky coming toward him. 

“He believed this was meant for 
him so he just let the bolt hit him,” 
said Nancy Earabino, Reiki Master at 
Spirit of Sedona in Salisbury. “He 
got struck on the forehead and he 
received the intunement and could 
see the rainbow colors, the symbols 
of Reiki.” 

Usui soon dedicated his life to 
the sick, healing people with this 
extraordinary gift and taught Reiki to 
a friend, Dr. Chujiro Hayashi. After 
Usui died, Hayashi became the 
leader of Reiki and taught Reiki to 
others. 

At the end of his life, he passed 
the leadership to Hawayo Takata, 


Meet new staff 
member, Minh Le 


By NORMA VITALE 
Features Editor 


Minh Le, 26, is a new staff mem- 
ber in the Center for Instructional 
Technology arid Digital Media lab. 

Le attended Chelmsford High 
School and knew he want to do art 
and 3D design. He recently graduated 
from Northeastern University as a 
major in art. He has been working at 
NECC since the end of last semester. 

“T really like working with the 
faculty here, all of them seem really 
nice,” Le said. 

Working with faculty and staff to 
create online courses, he helps faculty 
members update their Web sites for 
the online courses every semester. 

“It takes a while to get the online 


courses set up. It can take about a 
month or so,” explained Le. “There’s 
lesson plans, schedules, assignments, 
and we even provide graphics and 
videos. We even provided chatrooms 
on the site for class discussions.” 

Le explains that the center designs 
the faculty Web sites to fit the profes- 
sors’ liking and provides software 
training so they can update their own 
sites. 

“Teachers need to really want to 
do this, because it’s a lot of work,” Le 
said. 

‘Minh, a native of Vietnam, has 
been at NECC for only a few short 
months and enjoys working with the 
faculty. He meets with many of them 
each week to help them with their 
sites. “It can be very creative and fun, 
but sometimes it can be really busy.” 


Norma Vitale photo 


Minh Le is a new staff member in the Center of Instructional 


Technology and Digital Media. 


native of Hawaii. This is how Reiki 
to the United States. 
What is Reiki? 

“Rei” means a higher knowledge 
and “Ki” means energy, life force. 
It’s a form of stress reliever and has 
many health benefits, too. Reiki is a 
powerful hands-on and-off healing. 
Reiki can be performed with hands 
on the body, 1/2 to 2 inches over the 
body or even be done from across the 
room. 

“T have sat there in the room with 
a patient and just sent Reiki to them,” 
says Earabino. 

Relaxing the body deeply, Reiki 
opens the circulatory system so the 
body can heal much faster. 

“It can help people with anxiety 
or sleeping problems,” says Carol 
Westcott, Reiki Master at Spirit of 
Sedona. “As far as cancer, it can’t 
cure it, but help the patients to accept 
and feel more positive. Even patients 
who are dying, it makes them feel 
more relaxed, especially if they’re in 
a lot of pain.” 

Reiki has seven major points 
involved in the healing process. 
These points are called Chakras, 
which are the crown, third eye, 
throat, heart, solarplexus, sacral and 
root. Reiki is a gentle process; it uses 
your own energy to help heal you. 

Reiki has no religion because it’s 
a way of ancient healing. It doesn’t 
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Reiki master Nancy Earabino from Spirit of Sedona in Salisbury. 


matter what your religion is; every- 
one can experience and perform 
Reiki. Once you learn how to do 
Reiki it’s with you forever. It never 
leaves. 

It’s hard to explain what Reiki 
feels like, so it is good to go out and 
experience Reiki. Many people claim 
to experience a tingling sensation, 
heat in areas, and a sense of peace 
and relaxation. 

Hospitals are finding Reiki high- 
ly helpful to help patients who are in 
intense pain. 

“It works with patients before 
and after surgery. Patients who are 
even being treated with radiation,” 


says Westcott. 

Even though Reiki is powerful, 
Reiki masters suggest to not use 
Reiki to replace medication, but as an 
aid. 

“Patients should not stop taking 
medication,” says Earabino. “Reiki 
only helps relieve the pain, but can’t 
heal it. It may suppress it for awhile.” 

Not all hospitals offer Reiki, but 
hopefully as the time goes by, Reiki 
will make its way in. Many of the 
hospitals from around the area that 
offer Reiki are Boston General, Beth 
Israel, Melrose Hospital, Salem 
Hospital, Portsmouth and Exeter 
Hospital. 


Chunky’s is a funky place to be 


James Nagle brings 
comfort to movies, 


accompanied by dinner 


By JENNIFER TRAVERSO 
Contributing Reporter 


During the late 40s and early 50s 
drive-in movie theaters were intro- 
duced to the world as something new 
and exciting. 
However, they have 
all seemed to dwin- 
dle away into 
nonexistence. 

This caused one 
man to ponder what 
he could invent that 
would be equally 
exciting, and an idea 
hit him. 

James Nagle 
created a movie the- 
ater where you 
could not only view 
a movie, but also 
relax in style with 
Lincoln Continental 
adjustable seats with 
any reclining option. 
Comfort is com- 
bined with great 
food and beverages 
delivered right to 
your table. 

Waiters serve customers meals of 
their choice from the theaters full 
menu. The menu items are creatively 
named after movie titles as well as 
movie icons. 

This menu ranges from appetiz- 
ers such as mozzarella sticks, better 
known as “Wizard of Ozzarella 
Sticks,” to your basic cheeseburger, 
“the Chevy Chase Burger” to full 
steak tip dinners known as “Raging 
Bull Steak Tips.” 

Chunky’s Cinema and Pub uses a 
micro-system, which enables the 
waiters to take orders through a 


handheld computer system. This sys- 
tem allows the server to send orders 
with a push of a button, sending 
orders to several different printers, 
where each recipient has special 
duties to prepare each order in a fast 
and efficient manner. 

The first Chunky’s originated in 
Plaistow, NH however the building 
was too small to accommodate the 
amount of customers who wanted to 
watch a movie in such a comfortable 
fashion. 


This forced owner, James Nagle, 
to relocate his business to a larger 
building in Haverhill. This location 
offers movies on three different 
screens. Another Chunky’s, bigger 
than the building in Haverhill, was 
opened in Pelham, NH, with five 
screens. 

On a weekly basis Chunky’s 
averages approximately 1,200 to 
1,400 patrons. 

“The amount of people varies 
during times of school vacations and 
holidays in which cases the numbers 
are higher,” says Maura Gove, cur- 


rent manager of Chunky’s. 

Chunky’s is not only comfortable 
for your body, but also for your wal- 
let. At most theaters an evening 
movie ticket costs $8.75. Chunky’s 
charges only $6; saving you $2.75. 

At most theaters large popcorn 
costs as much as $4 and change. 
Chunky’s charges only $3 for a large 
popcorn. The savings add up and the 
outcome is a better deal and experi- 
ence for your money. 

Employees feel the environment, 
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Chunky’ in Haverhill literally is the epitome of dinner and a movie. 


at all locations, is family oriented. 
Everyone becomes close friends and 
at times don not feel their job as 
work because they enjoy the atmos- 
phere so much. 

If you have never gone to 
Chunky’s, stop by and give it a whirl 
and find out what you may be miss- 
ing out on. 

You may never want to see 
another movie in a regular theater 
after you experience the comfort and 
fine food, similar to the comfort of 
your own home, Chunky’s has to 
offer. 
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French toile 1s in s 


By NORMA VITALE 
Features Editor 


French Toile prints are still even 
more popular today as when they 
were first created back in the late 
1700s. Pronounced “Twall”, this 
magnificent printed artwork of 
French country scenes had been used 
as wallpaper and printed unto fabric 
for upholstery and tapestries. Today 
is now considered a print to not only 
make your home stylish, but your 
wardrobe too. 


The Creation of Toile Prints 


France bloomed with silks and 
velvets fashions imported from India 
when Portuguese opened trade routes 
with India in the early 1600s. The 
Indian painted cottons mostly fasci- 
nated Europe. Bright, multi-colored 
prints of exotic flower scenes were 
painted onto these cottons. They 
were lightweight, warm and wash- 
able. As India’s fabrics were being 
more demanded, fabric industries in 
France lost business and closed 
down. 

The merchant and protection 
policies forbade the import of foreign 
fabrics in 1686. Fabric industries 
opened once again for business in 
France, the idea of creating a new 


type of fabric similar to India’s paint- 
ed prints. 

Founded in 1760, Royal de Jouy 
a fabric company created the first 
toile prints by using wood carved 
plates. Though. the first prints on 
woodcarving weren’t as detailed, 


were printed in one color being either 
burgundy or black against an off- 
white background. By 1780s The 
Royal De Jouy Company used cop- 
per engraved sheets which created 
clearer and much detailed prints. 
Artist Jean-Baptiste Huet produced 
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French Counrty toile prints shown on a variety of items. 


customers had found these prints 
intriguing with scenes of trees, mead- 
ows, and peasants set in a French 
country scene. The toile prints only 


ravel idea: Geo 


Two beautiful spots in Macon, Georgia. 


many of these drawings for the toile 
prints. 

The Royal De Jouy Company 
created over a hundred different toile 


’s che 


By GRACE PIAZZA 
Contributing Reporter 


Heading South for Spring 
break? Just an hour’s drive from 
Atlanta’s airport is Macon, 
Georgia’s annual International 
Cherry Blossom Festival, which 
begins March 15th to 24th. 
Entertaining and cultural events are 
scheduled around the clock. 

The festivals begin with VIPs 
from foreign countries. Concerts 
and bands feature top talent. A big 
traditional parade with cowboys on 
horseback and decorated floats car- 
rying the beautiful Queen and 
Princesses of the festivals along 
downtown. Sports events include 
soccer, basketball, golf, and Special 
Olympics for all ages. On Friday, 
March 22, there will be a circus 
show, and hot air balloons. In the 
evening, you can enjoy a 50s-60s 
dance at the City Auditorium. A 
classic blues concert and a rock & 
blues concert by the US Air Reserve 
Band will entertain free at Central 
City Park. 

Last year’s big concert starred 
the charismatic Little Richard, a leg- 
endary king of rock and roll from 
the 50s and 60s. He electrified and 
thrilled the audience with his rendi- 


prints that are still being produced 
today. Many scenes of the French 
toile’s prints are not just country 
scenes. From Aristocratic style, 
Rococo, oriental, colonial, English 
Country scene, angels, romantic, 
even moments that marked history 
type of styled prints. 


Toile in Today’s Fashion 


Toile today has made its way into 
a lot of the fashion world. In stores 
such Marshalls you can find toile 
prints on blouses, skirts, even on 
pants and pajamas. When the toile 
prints were first created on fabrics, 
they were not used as clothing, but 
for tapestry and upholstery. The 
material was too thick and heavy to 
be made into clothing. Today toile 
print is printed on a lighter weight 
fabric. There is even toile printed 
handbags, lampshades, coats, 
umbrellas, greeting cards, waste bar- 
rels, and dinnerware, stickers...the 
use of toile prints is endless. 

Now toile has been printed in 
more different colors such as blues, 
violets, grays and greens. Toile prints 
have been printed even in two or 
three colors. Unlike the price of the 
fabric back then, toile is not that 
much expensive by the yard. Only 
the rich were able to afford toile- 
printed wallpaper and fabric costing 
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Close up on French Arisocratic 
Toile printed hand bag, blouse 
and skirt. 


up to $50 a yard. You can find toile 
printed fabric today at Walmart or 
Joanne’s Fabric for $5-$20 a yard. 

Over the last two years, toile’s 
popularity has been rising and will be 
gaining more interest as time goes 
on. 


blossom festival 


tions of “Tutti Frutti”, “Blueberry 
Hill”, “Skinny Minny”, “A Gal 
Named Daisy” punctuated with 
“Bebop a loo, bop a loo, bamboo!” 
Facing a mixed and cheering crowd 
went wild with joy and love. 

This year’s stars will be 
Diamond Rio and Trace Adkins, a 
native son of Georgia’ who made it 
big in the world of rock and roll. 
These talented musicians are 
expected to wow the audience at 
Macon’s CentrePlex on Saturday 
evening March 16 at 8p.m. Tickets 
are $21.50 per person and are avail- 
able at the CentrePlex or through 
Ticket Master. _ 

Horse-dawn carriage and _heli- 
copter rides, church concerts a gar- 
den tour and more is scheduled. You 
can even meet authors from Georgia 
at Mercer University. 

- Tours show visitors the historic 
Douglas’s Theatre, Georgia’s Music 
Hall of Fame, Mercer University’s 
Woodruff House, a mansion used by 
Union and Confederate forces, The 
Hay House, and a 19th century 
Italian Renaissance Revival 


Mansion called “The Palace of the 
South”. Museums, monuments and 
lovely neighborhoods beautified 
with cherry trees in blossom. Tour 
rates range any prices from $5 to 
$14.50 for adults. 


During the day in Macon, you 
can enjoy the beauty of the Yoshino 
cherry trees in blossom all over 
town. From a distance, they look 
like puffy pink and white clouds. 
Thanks to Macon residents, Carolyn 
Crayton and Bill Fickling, who have 
too been official planners of the fes- 
tivals, these cherry trees from Japan 
were planted all over town. 

The Showcase Street is on Gary 
Drive; you can get there by taking 
the festival’s tour bus. Bibb County 
will soon be in bloom as well, if the 
Fickling family plans to distribute 
more cherry trees. All county resi- 
dents will have the opportunity to 
acquire two free cherry trees per 
person in early autumn. 

Foreign dignitaries traditionally | 
speak, show videos and exhibit arti- 
facts from their countries. This 
Spring Belgium, Ghana, Japan, 
Taiwan, Norway and the United 
Kingdom will be represented. 
Further friendly relations between 
Americans and the people of these 
nations are an important goal of the 
VIP events. 

For further information on the 
Cherry Blossom Festival, call the 
festival office at (478) 751-7429 for 
official schedule of events or visit 
www.cherryblossom.com. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Waylon Jennings: the legacy of an outlaw 
i 


Waylon was a true original. He came along 
and wasn’t afraid to do his own thing and 
changed the sound of country music. 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


He was an unkempt outlaw who 
became famous for doing things his 
own way. A maverick who marched 
to the beat of his own drum. After 
riding an outlaw image through five 
decades and 60 albums, Waylon 
Jennings died in his Arizona home on 
February 13 after a long battle with 
diabetes related illnesses. He was 64. 

Jennings, always complete in 
black cowboy hat and ebony attire, 
was famous for his independent 
streak. He never attended award 
shows due to his belief that perform- 
ers should not compete against each 
other. He often argued with produc- 
ers over his recordings and openly 
admitted to a cocaine habit that cost 
him up to $1500 a day, though he 
later claims to have quit. He was 
quick to call Garth Brooks a publici- 
ty hound, to clash with legendary 


Orange County is funny and inspirational | 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Shaun Brumder’s life changed 
when he came across a book lying in 
the sand of Orange County, Calif. 
This book became an inspirational 
mentor that changed his life the day 
he picked it up. 

The film directed by Jake Kasdan 
currently showing in theatres every- 
where, is funny and gives you a mes- 
sage of inspiration to never give up 
and that you do not need to go away 
to achieve your goals, you can do it 
right in your own community. 

Shaun Brumder’s (Colin Hanks, 
Tom Hanks son) everyday life was 
that of any normal kid in Orange 
County, surfing, partying and. going 
to school, except for one major issue, 
his family. Shaun’s. family was in a 
bubble of its own drama and dys- 
function. His mom Cindy Bruegler 
(Catherine O’Hara) is a depressed, 
psychotic alcoholic who cannot cope 
with the pressures of dealing with her 
invalid husband let alone issues in 
the outside world including her son. 
Shaun’s father, Bud Brumder (John 
Lithgow), is a very busy and rich 
business man who never has time to 
listen to what Shaun wants in life. 
Shaun does not want to be the way 
his father would like him to be. To 
his father, Shaun is a stoner surfer 
who does not know what he wants in 
life. Shaun’s brother, Lance (Jack 
Black), is the lunatic airhead who 
should be put back into kindergarten 
because he did a bit too many drugs 
and has no direction in life whatsoev- 
er. The only norm in the bunch who 


Chet Atkins, and to dismiss the 
Nashville twang for a rootsier, down- 
to-earth kind of music. 

Born on June 15, 1937 in 
Littlefield, Texas, Jennings grew up 
with music. A radio disc jockey at 
age 14, Jennings quickly went on to 
form his own band. Being tutored by 
country greats Porter Wagner and 
Ernest Tubb, Jennings was bound for 
success at an early age. He was 
signed to RCA in 1963 where he 
quickly became friends with Johnny 
Cash and Kris Kristofferson. 

Jennings shunned the Nashville 
mainstream and along with fellow 
anti-heroes like Willie Nelson, Tom 
T. Hall, and Butch Hancock, helped 
to form the type of music that came 
to be known as progressive or “out- 
law” country. This type of music was 
more gritty and hard-edge. While it’s 
pioneers were not “good” singers by 
conventional standards, the individ- 
ual songs and compelling voices of 
the genre gained it a sizable cult fol- 


—Martina McBride, popular country artist 


lowing. 
“Td like to be remembered for 
my music- not necessarily by what 


people see when they see us- but 
~“what they feel when they talk about 


you,” Jennings said in 1984. 
Jennings had much success dur- 
ing his career, scoring 16 #1 singles, 
including “I’m a Ramblin’ Man,” 
aves Always Been (Crazy,” 
“Amanda,” “Come With Me,” 
“Lucille,” and “Rose in Paradise.” 
Jennings was also well known for 
writing and performing the song 
“Theme From the Dukes of Hazzard 
(Good OI Boys) which became a top 


40 hit and popular television theme. 

Several of Jennings hits came by 
pairing up with long time friend and 
fellow outlaw Willie Nelson. 
Between 1975 and 1982 the duo 
teamed up to produce such hits as 
“Good Hearted Woman,” 
“Luckenbach, Texas,” “Just to 
Satisfy You,” and the ever-popular 
“Mammas Don’t Let Your Babies 
Grow up to Be Cowboys.” 

In the mid-80’s, Jennings joined 
with Cash, Kristofferson, and Cash to 
form the “Highwaymen.” The group 
produced three albums and toured 
extensively during that time. 


Colin Hanks is on his way to a successful career, following in his daddys shoes. 


is aware of his family’s issues is his 
devoted girlfriend, Ashley (Schuyler 
Fisk) who is a big support to Shaun’s 
dreams and the future he wants to 
live. 

The day came when he found the 
book that inspired him when he was 
sitting on the beach alone thinking 
deeply as he often did. The book was 
written by a professor at Stanford 
University. This professor (Kevin 
Kline) inspired him to become a 
writer. From that day on, he read the 
book several times and let his mind 
wander capturing ideas and thoughts. 
He began a story on Orange County 
not knowing the people around him 


were the ones who inspired him. 
Shaun, hoping to get into Stanford to 
meet this inspirational mentor, puts 
all his effort into getting into only 
one school without bothering to get a 
backup. After receiving a disappoint- 
ing rejection, due to the fact that his 
counselor Shaun, Ashley and Lance 
embark on a journey to get Shaun 
into Stanford. 

The actors in this movie were 
really good portraying their charac- 
ters very well. They were all pretty 
funny. Colin Hanks is on his way to 
becoming successful just like his 
father Tom Hanks. Jack Black, play- 
ing his role as the hippie stoner, will 


keep the tears rolling down your 
face. Orange County I thought had a 
good moral, it showed that there’s no 
need to look very far in order to 
accomplish a desire. Becoming who 
you want to be in life, is a decision 
made solitarily. You choose the path 
you want to take. Conquering any 
struggles that jump in your way will 
only make you stronger as an indi- 
vidual in this complicated world of 
never ending obstacles that hurt you 
or benefit you. You don’t have to go 
away from problems in your life. If 
you can deal with your surroundings 
you may learn a lot no matter what 
the issue may be. 


The grizzled country veteran will 
always be remembered for his inde- 
pendent attitude, but also for his abil- 
ity to care about the music and not 
the money. 

“Waylon was a true original. He 
came along and wasn’t afraid to do 
his own thing and changed the sound 
of country music. He didn’t just open 
doors; he knocked down doors for all 
artists who want to break the mold 
and have their own sound”, said pop- 
ular country artist Martina McBride. 

Plagued by several health prob- 
lems in his later years, including a 
blood circulation disease that caused 
his right foot to be amputated, 
Jennings still made the rounds on the 
concert circuit and was scheduled for 
a tour this spring. Jennings was voted 
into the Country Music Hall of Fame 
last October, but in typical fashion 
refused to attend. 

Jennings is survived by his fourth 
wife, Jessi Colter, and their son, 
Shooter. 


Upcoming Shows 
Feb.22, 2002 


eJohn Scofield/ 
Paradise-Boston 


Feb.25.2002 
The Gorillaz/Avalon- 
Boston 


Feb. 26, 2002 
Rollins Band/Avalon- 
Boston 


Feb. 28,2002 
John Mayer/Avalon- 
Boston 


March 2, 2002 
Crosby, Stills, Nash & 
Young 

Fleet Center-Boston 


March 8,2002 
The Samples/Paradise- 
Boston 


March 26,2002 
Herbie 
Hancock/Avalon- 
Boston 
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India Arie emerges 
on the music scene 


Artists debut album, 


‘Acoustic Soul’ recalls 
Chapman, Flack 


By DEB TSANTARLIOTIS 
Contributing Reporter 


The music world has been 
blessed with a new legend in the 
making and her name is India Arie. 
Arie’s blend of acoustic and hip-hop 
elements, often being referred to as 


neo-soul, is helping to change the 
face of music. 

With her debut album, 
“Acoustic Soul,” Arie delivers 


excellent song writing with a rootsy 
bluesfeel. 

India Arie was first introduced to 
music by her mother in their home 
town of Denver Colorado. It wasn’t 
until she started school at Savannah 
College of Art and Design that Arie 
took up guitar. Playing guitar helped 
Arie discover a new talent, song 
writing. Arie started to take her 
music more seriously and began 
playing at local coffee houses like 
Ying Yang Cafe in Atlanta and Black 
Lily in Philadelphia. 

Due to the recognition Arie 
gained performing at various venues, 
she was invited to play at the stages 
of Lilith Fair. While performing at 
Lilith Fair, she got the attention of 
executive producers from Motown 
Records and was signed immediate- 
ly. 

Arie soon began working on her 
solo debut. It took nearly a year and 
a half to complete. In 2001 she 
released the extraordinary work of 
art, “Acoustic Soul.” Arie’s many 
talents are clearly § shown 
in“Acoustic Soul” including singing, 
writing, playing, arranging, and even 
producing. 

When you listen to her album 
you notice similarities to Roberta 
Flack, Tracy Chapman, and Bill 
Withers. You also notice that India 
Arie has a style all her own. 

India Arie is an artist who is truly 


passionate about her music and will 
not compromise her work or identity 
for anyone. India Arie is not about 
selling an image, she is focused only 
on the music. This is made clear in 
songs like “Video” and “strength, 
Courage and Wisdom” where she 
sings, “It really justi depends on 
whatever feels gocu in my soul...I’m 
not the average girl from your 
video...My worth is now determined 
by the price of my clothes.” 

Arie’s voice has a soothing, 
raspy feel to it. Her voice is filled 
with emotion and sincerity. Each 
song tells a story and allows you to 
enter the mind of India Arie. You 
learn about certain things in her life; 
her trials and tribulations, which 
makes it easier for her fans to relate 
to. They see that she is not just an 
entertainer but a human being. 

Her songs are inspirational and 
spiritual. They are about love and 
heartache. Each song offers some- 
thing special and unique. 

Some of the artists who have 
inspire Arie include Donny 
Hathaway, James Taylor, Bonnie 
Rait, Billie Holiday, and Stevie 
Wonder, whom she wrote a song for 
on her album, the bonus 
track,” Wonderful.” These artists are 
all musical icons. 

Thirty or Forty years from now 
we will be talking about how great of 
an artist India Arie is and how much 
she contributed to the world of 
music. Arie’s name will be men- 
tioned among those musical legends 
who have inspired her. 

Although Arie has not had much 
video and radio air play, people of 
the recording academy have taken 

notice. Arie is nominated for 
seven Grammy Awards, including 
Record of the year, album of the 
year, and best new artist. 

India Arie has come a long way 
since her days of playing at the local 
coffee houses. All of her hard work 
has certainly paid off. At 25 years old, 
Arie hasachieved what some people 
wait an entire life time for. Be pre- 
pared because India Arie is going to 
revolutionize music and claim a per- 
manent place in the music industry. 


photo courtesy indiaarie.com 


India Arie is probably enjoying her new success. 
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‘Love Letters’ captures 
the heart of audience 


Professors Sanders 
and Murphy shine in 
emotional play 


By JESSICA FIORENZA 
Contributing Reporter 


Friendship and true love is in 
the heart of A.R. Gurney’s “Love 
Letters,” a story that chronicles the 
relationship of two friends, Melissa 
Gardner {played by Professor Susan 
Sanders} and Andrew Makepeace 
Ladd, III {played by Professor Jim 
Murphy.} The characters began 
writing letters to each other at eight 
years of age and continued through- 
out their adult lives. 

The play was a fundraiser for 
NECC’s theater deparment. 

Bill Allman, who is a devoted 
volunteer at NECC in Haverhill, 
directed this play with great charis- 
ma. The play starred two very tal- 
ented members of the NECC staff, 
Jim Murphy and Susan Sanders, 
who have both devoted their lives to 
the theatre. 

Their portrayals of the charac- 
ters’ emotions brought the reality of 
what they were feeling to life. This 
was noticeable by the numerous 
outbursts of laughter by many of the 
audience members, including 
myself. 

Melissa grew up in an affluent 
family in which she lacked emotion- 


al stability and support. Andrew 
grew up in a family that loved and 
supported him. They two met in sec- 
ond grade and instantly became 
friends. Andrew always called her 
“the princess of oz”, A reference to 


their favorite story “The Wizard of 


Oz.’ 

In Andrew, Melissa found the 
stability and balance she so desper- 
ately needed in her life, but often 
rebelled against. 

Andrew and Melissa shared 
their life experiences through the 
letters they wrote to each other. 
They shared their ups and downs, 
hopes and dreams, and struggled 
with the awkwardness they experi- 
enced over their true feelings for 
each other. 

Even when a disagreement or 
hurtful words caused them to cease 
writing each other, they realized 
how much they missed the content- 
ment they both felt when they wrote 
to each other. 


Through her friendship with 
Andy, Melissa realized that her cyn- 
icism was a result of the emotional 
support she did not receive from her 
dysfunctional family. Andy found 
that he could live out his rebellious 
thoughts through her. Even though 
at times their relationship was com- 
plicated, it withstood the tests of 
time. 

Toward the end of the story 
Melissa wants Andy to leave his 
wife so they can be together because 
she realizes how much she truly 
loves and needs him, and how 
insane and lonely her life is without 
him. Andy tries to make her realize 
that the relationship would not 
work. 

Andy tried to explain that he 
could not just get up and leave his 
family and forget his responsibili- 
ties to them and his constituents. 
Melissa feeling hurt, stops respond- 
ing to Andy’s letters and refuses to 
allow him to see her. The realization 
that she can’t be with Andy, is dev- 
astating for Melissa. Depression 
leads her to the end of her life. 

Sadly, this leads to Andy’s real- 
ization of how empty life is after the 
loss of his true love and that he will 
no longer be able to exchange letters 
with Melissa. 

The tragic ending to this beauti- 
ful love story struck a chord in audi- 
ence members, leaving many teary 
eyed and wondering why this tale of 
true love did not have a happy out 
come for these two lifelong friends 
that were obviously soul mates. 
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Deep Banana 
brings in the funk 


By Kory WAGNER 
Photo Editor/Staff Reviewer 


Overcoming the audience with 
their hard rocking brand of funk, 
Deep Banana Blackout delivered a 
performance that kept everyone 
going all night long. This 
Connecticut based funk band did just 
that by showing the city of Boston 
how to really get down when they 
performed at The Paradise last Friday 
night. 

Right from 
the beginning | 
knew I was in 
for a treat by 
the way the 
crowd was 
chanting the 
bands’ name 
relentlessly 
until they hit 
the stage. Soon 
there after, the 
whole crowd 
was up on their 
feet dancing 
along with the 
band, getting down to that funky 
sound they love to play. Playing 
songs that felt would never end due 
to all the excessive jamming on each 
song, they soon broke into the next 
song, bewildering the audience with 
their skill of such smooth transitions 
from song to song. 

The band consisted of James 
“Fuzz” San Giovani on Guitar and 
vocals, Erik Kalb, on drums, Benji 
LeFevre on bass guitar, Cyrus Madan 
on the keyboards, Rob Somerville 
singing and playing saxophone, B. 
Smith also contributing vocals as 
well as trombone, and Hope 
Clayburn, the newest addition to the 
Deep Banana Blackout family, plays 
the sax, flute and vocals. There is 
enough going on in each one of their 
songs that one might wonder how 
they put it all together to make such a 
free, fun loving sound. 

The crowd was a mixed bag of 
people consisting of the local college 
kids, die-hard hippies, people that 
were there just because it was some- 
thing to do, to the people who just 
appreciated good music. These peo- 
ple where all there with one inten- 
tion, to get down. The music that this 
band produces is made for everyone, 
they want everyone to come together 


and just feel the funk. 

With the paradise not being the 
biggest venue that this band has ever 
played, it was still impressive to see 
them play for a sold out crowd. 
Especially since they are not the 
same band they used to be. Having 
lost two of their members along the 
way to their success, Jen Durkin who 
used to be the lead vocalist and Rob 
Volo they still managed to deliver 
what the people want to hear, Deep 
Banana Blackout. 

Playing a classic Marvin Gaye 


song “What’s going on,” really got 
the crowd in the mood for some 
home grown funk. Soon there after 
the band went into “Bump and 
Sway” a classic Deep Banana 
Blackout song which displays the tal- 
ent of each member of the group to 
their fullest extent. 

With most of their upcoming 
shows being out of state, you might 
not have the opportunity to experi- 
ence Deep Banana Blackout for some 
time. The good news is, that most of 
their CDs are recordings from live 
performances, so you can get a 
chance to hear how tight this band is 
live. Flowing from one song to the 
next without a mishap, can be a chal- 
lenge for even the most skilled musi- 
cians. This bands’ unique talent por- 
trays their music with finesse and 
deep devotion bringing to you the 
one and only Deep Banana Blackout. 

Even though you won’t be able to 
see Deep Banana in the near future 
you can checkout Spank! On 
February 23, 2002 at the House of 
Blues in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Featuring members of Deep Banana 
Blackout and being described as 
“acid funk grooves” this is sure to be 
a show not to be missed for all the 
funk enthusiasts out there. 
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Across 

1. Reject disdainfully 
6. Improvise 

11. Businesses: Abbr. 
14."_____ Go Again" 
(1987 #1 song) 

15. Haile Selassie dis- 
ciple 

16. Snake with a 
nasty bite 

17. Man of morals 
18. A good note to 
19. VCR maker 

20. Finishing (up) 
22. Exclude, as from 
membership 

24. Name in the Jazz 
Hall of Fame 

25. They get to work , 
on Time 


~ 


. Document inker 
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. False appearance 
. Attempts 

. UPI and AP 

. Shore material 

. Word that could 
follow 20-Across and 
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Wo 
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five other entries in this puzzle 
35. Pink Floyd album, with 
"The" 

39. Hollowed out an apple 

40. Zellweger of "Nurse Betty" 
41. Easy insults 

45. Place with swinging doors 
46. Harmonizers 

47. Worldwide: Abbr. 

48. Go on a second date, per- 
haps 

49. Removing excess lipstick 
53. Bro's sibling 

54. Bottom of a sum 

57. Daytime TV host O'Donnell 
58. Ending on a school e-mail 
address 

59. Saint-_ (Quebec coun- 
ty) 

60. Over 21, say 

61. Norma Webster's middle 
name 

62. Knife sharpener 

63. Leo I and Leo X, e.g. 
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Down 

1. George Bernard 

. Look (into) 

___ Major 

. Was ready for business again 
. Some bottle tops 

. Sports venue 

. "Shucks!" 

. You can trip on it 
."Was___ blame?" 

0. Gangsters 

1. C, on the periodic table 
2. Wilde and De La Hoya 
3. Hardly dense 

1. Elba, to Napoleon 

3. Summer, to Napoleon 
5. Committed a no-no 
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6. Bucks and does 

27. D and C, in D.C. 

28. 401(k) alternative 

29. Tom Collins base 

30. Things in which to pour 
Drano 
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32. Witch's blemishes 
34. Hardly 35-Down 
35. Affluent 

36. 365 dias 

37. August | birth 

. Football's Dawson 


io.) 
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. Fast cat 


aS 
S 


. Vermin catcher 
41. Officer in charge of money 
matters 
42. Native New Yorkers 
43. Muscle or nerve substance 
44. Hotel or office building 
abbr. 
45. _. _-Cone 
47. More sick 
49. Barn dance seat 
S05. Theyigewt? 
51. River associated with a 16- 
Across 
2. Seizes 
55. Prefix with meter 


56. British P.M.'s house number 
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Learning to fly to the other side 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
By TIM SILVA 

Sports Editor 


Tom Petty 

Playing honest, catchy rock riffs 
with irresistibly, emotional lyrics, 
Tom Petty is one of the best 
American artists of the many 
decades. He is one that is still being 
creative and not dwelling on his past 
glory. 

Born and raised in Florida, he 
met his idol “the king” at 11 years 
old, which influenced Petty to drop 
out of school when he turned 17 to 
become a rock star. For the next few 
years Petty drifted through bands 
eventually hooking up with Mike 
Campbell on guitar and Benmont 
Tench on keyboard in 1975. At this 
time Campbell and Tench were 
working with Bassists Ron Blair and 
drummer Stan Lynch. Soon when 
Petty became involved with the band, 
they became the Heartbreakers. 

Producing an unadorned sound, 
bringing in psychedelic, southern 
rock and new wave influences the 
heartbreakers made their first debut 
album “Damn the Torpedos” which 
was a breakthrough to their success. 
Songs such as “Breakdown” 
“Refugee,” “American Girl” “Don’t 
Do Me Like That” “I need to Know” 
were top hits. 

The Heartbreakers flowed with 
Petty’s songs, bringing diversity and 
great promise for a continuing suc- 
cess. Petty’s lyrics, sung in a raspy 
slur, grabs your attention with issues 
you can relate with. Tom Petty sings 
of love, overcoming pain and the ups 
and downs of life. He makes you feel 
the anger, he makes you feel the love 
and enables you to feel it with such 
compassion. 

The bassist Blair ended up leav- 
ing the band in 1982 and was quick- 
ly replaced with Howie Epstein who 


(left to right) Jim Morrison and Tom 
Petty were both leaders of very 
unique bands in rock history. 


brought strong backup vocals that 
enabled the band to keep pushing for- 
ward. 

Flying solo in the late 80s, Petty 
worked with Bob Dylan, Roy 
Orbison, and George Harrison and 
soon became a member of the 
Traveling Wilbury’s. He also worked 
with Stevie Nicks producing the song 
“Stop Dragging My Heart Around.” 
They released their first album in 
1988. The works of this album was 
the break for Petty’s solo effort “Full 
Moon Fever.” This album was very 
successful. The songs that became 


big hits were “Free Falling,” 
“Running Down a Dream,” and “I 
Won’t Back Down.” 


Petty has worked hard to stay up 
at the top, and he never let difficulties 
jump in his way. Petty’s range of 
styles, made him different from so 
many other artists. This was hard for 
Petty because people either liked him 


or hated him. A lot of people, I feel 
do not understand his way of writing, 
he is really deep, and he has a ten- 
dency to throw you off with his out- 
standing lyrics. I am a big Petty fan 
and I see where he is coming from in 
a lot of different angles. You have to 
be open with your mind when you 
listen to his songs, and let me tell you 
he effects me in 


real of a person as they get. 
1993s Greatest Hits, featured the 
new track “Mary Janes Last 
Dance,”the album has been a main- 
stay on the charts for the last nine 
years. After the long haul, Tom Petty 
and The Heartbreakers reunited in 
1996 producing Echo three years 
later. Holding their ground and mak- 
ing their history 


every single continue, The 
song in some Legends of Rock Hearbreakers 
way whether it’s have — ensured 


a memory or an 
emotion. For instance his characters 
in his songs can be sullen, stubborn, 
bewildered or restless. He captures 
their characteristics giving anthems 
such as “I won’t Back Down” deter- 
mination in the face of set backs. 
“You Don’t Know How it Feels,” is 
about how people are so selfish, and 
oblivious to the fact of what other 
people are going through. Petty is as 


they will not be 
forgotten. Tom Petty will always be 
remembered for his unique, versatile 
talents and creative growth. 
The Doors 
Few bands in the history of 
music made as big an impact in such 
a short period of time as the Doors. 
Consisting of eccentric vocalist Jim 
Morrison, guitarist Rob Krieger on 
keyboards, Ray Manzarek, and 


drummer John Densmore the Doors 
mixed poetic lyrics with a hard road- 
house style of rock. 

Forming in Los Angeles in 1966, 
the Doors entered the public eye 
through striking theatre like perfor- 
mances at the Whisky-A-GO-Go. 
Their self-entitled debut album 
included such legendary songs as 
“Break On Through (To The Other 
Side),” “Light My Fire,” and “Soul 
Kitchen.” Despite their dark, intro- 
spective lyrics the Doors banged out 
radio friendly hits like “Love Me 
Two Times” and “Love Her Madly.” 

Classic albums “Waiting For the 
Sun” and “The Soft Parade” ensured 
that the Doors were a force to be 
reckoned with. The band stood on 
shaky ground as the 60s drew to a 
close. Morrisons’ wild side, which 
included excessive drinking and 
heavy drug use, threatened the band’s 
future. 

The Doors forged ahead releas- 
ing two of their best albums 
“Morrison Hotel” and “L.A. 
Woman.” These albums featured leg- 
endary songs “Riders on the Storm” 
and “Roadhouse Blues.” 

Following the recording of “L.A. 
Women,” Morrison took a vacation 
to Paris in order to escape legal trou- 
bles stemming from an incident in 
Miami , Fla. While there the 27-year 
old front man suffered a heart attack 
and died. 

The legacy Morrison left behind 
is still felt strongly to this day. The 
Doors enjoyed a revival of sorts in 
the 1980’s when the Morrison biog- 
raphy “No One Here Gets Out Alive” 
was released. This was followed up 
with books by Densmore and 
Manzarek as well as “An American 
Prayer,” a collection of Morrison’s 
poetry backed by the band.” 

In 2001 Manzarek, Densmore, 
and Krieger started their own record 
label which will release live Doors 
recordings later this year. 


74th Annual Academy Awards predictions 


By DAVID PELLERIN 
Opinion Editor 


Well, it is that time of year again. 
[t is known as the Super Bow! for the 
stars. Yes, the 74th Annual Academy 
Awards are here! Already, many are 
making there predictions for the year 
in entertainment. 

While some categories seem like 
a lock for some, others are very much 
up in the air. 

Best Actor 

What seems to be the most com- 
petitive category this year, has to be 
the best actor in a drama award. 
Mega-stars such as _ Denzel 
Washington, Will Smith, Sean Penn, 
Tom Wilkinsin and last years winner 
Russel Crowe are looking to take 
home the statue. 

My pick goes to Russel Crowe, 
who played mathematician John 
Nash, in “A Beautiful Mind”. His 
performance in the film was better 
than last years Gladiator, in which he 
won the award for. Although, I would 
rather see Sean Penn win for, “I Am 
Sam.” Penn is truly an underrated 
actor, who is virtually flawless as he 
portrays a retarded man fighting to 
retain custody over his child. 
However, Penn has slim chances to 
win since he boycotts all award 


shows and refuses to attend events 
such as this. Oscar does not loose 
sight of these things and thus Penn 
will probably not go home with the 
big prize. 

Best Actress 

The best actress in a drama 
seems to be an easier choice. While 
there are many great nominees such 
as Judi Dench, Halle Berry, Sissy 
Spacek, and Renee Zellweger. I think 
the statue should and will fall into the 


hands of Nicole Kidman. 
Ever since her much-publi- 
cized break up with Tom 
Cruise, Nicole’s career has 
been heating up. She is 
nominated for her perfor- 
mance in the musical love 
story “Moulin Rouge”. The 
thing that I find interesting 
about her is that she could 
have been nominated for 
her other great performance 
in “The Others” as well. 

Best Supporting 

The supporting actor 
and actresses seem to be 
toss-ups. I think the sup- 
porting trophy will go to an 
older star such as lan 
McKellen for his portrayal 
of Gandalf in “Lord Of The 
Rings.” For a supporting 
actress look for Jennifer 
Conelly to win for her dynamic per- 
formance in, “A Beautiful Mind.” 

Best Picture 

The best picture category seems 
to be an interesting decision. The 
obvious choice would go to the fan- 
tasy epic with 13 nominations, “The 
Lord Of The Rings: The Fellowship 
Of The Ring.” Although, in Oscar’s 
history, fantasy epics do not seem to 
do well. But I think the J.R.R. 
Tolkien adaptation was superbly 


done and will win the Oscar. 
Best Director 
Best director will go to Peter 


Jackson. Jackson directed Lord Of 


The Rings, and almost every time 
whenever a movie wins best picture, 


the films director also wins. 

So, at this years Oscars look for a 
few surprises and some sure things. 
Although, I’m sure the event will be 
just like the stars themselves: enter- 
taining. 


See puzzle, page 13 
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BY MISS ANNA 


ARIES: — (March 21-April 20) 

If you insist on perfection you will 
be in for considerable frustration. Be 
willing to relax your rather unreason- 
able standards, not everyone in your 
circle will live up to those expecta- 
tions, no matter how hard they try. 
TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

There are changes that need to be 
made at home. Even though your sug- 
gestions may not be met with enthusi- 
asm, go ahead anyway, in the long run 
you'll be glad you pushed. Take time 
out for yourself, it is essential to your 
peace of mind. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 
Usual routines may be altered, due to 
unexpected situations that arise. Nip 
your ego in the bud and behave with 
courtesy and compassion at work, 
more will get accomplished this way 
instead of playing dictator. Act from 
your heart and not your head with 
love. 
CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

A feeling of isolation may overtake 
you, so make the effort to reach out 
and touch someone. Relationship 
issues need to be attended to, so state 
your needs clearly. If you are feeling 
stuck at work, hang in there and the 
solution will appear with little effort at 
all. 


EEO; (July 24- Aug. 23) 

Don’t let your ego get the best of 
you, inducing you to do something 
really too risky at this point. If you 
want to advance at work, the time may 
not be quite right yet. You may experi- 
ence an awakening in the near future 
which will affect your attitude. 
VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

Due to a stunning success in busi- 
ness, or if your love life is improving, 
you feel like you’re sitting on top of 
the world. Enjoy it! You don’t have to 
give up anything just because things 
are finally going your way for a 
change. Strive for the best. 


LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 


Some negative feelings may arise 
during the week, from issues about 
trust and betrayal. There is more than 
hope, there is a real opportunity for 
success, but only if you are willing to 
embrace current changes with an open 
mind. Be willing to listen to others’ 
ideas. 
SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Continue to insist on quality and 
honesty in all of your dealings, espe- 
cially in issues close to your heart. Do 
remember in all your interactions with 
others that the absolute truth is quite 
hard to come by. You have only your 
personal truth and limited perspective 
to work with. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 


Concerning your love life this week, 
pay attention to sexual attractions and 
go for someone who is safe and kind. 
Push yourself to the limit, for you will 
only kick yourself later if you fail to 
accomplish that which is within your 
grasp. Don’t let soul searching get out 
of hand. 
CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

Do something extravagant this week. 
Although money is usually associated 
with this activity, time could be your 
biggest commodity. Take some time 
for yourself. Harmony at home will 
bring you a great deal of satisfaction. 
Review your investments to see if 
returns can be better. 


AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb.19) 


It’s time to talk about your need for 
independence within your closest rela- 
tionships. Listen carefully to those 
words of love, and try to read between 
the lines. There are a number of things 
which you can’t do alone. If help is not 
on the way, do the best you can and 
leave the rest for later. 

PISCES: (February 20 - March 20) 

Remove your emotional armor if you 
really want to get through to someone. 
Without such a willingness to show 
your own vulnerability, no one else 
will feel that they can trust you. The 
feelings that you have for someone 
right now are best kept secret, you’ll 
have your chance. 


Martin J. Bucella 


“| thought | was my own man until | noticed 
that my wife’s lips moved when | talked.” 


Latin sex symbol drives 


Tsongas Arena crowd wild 


By Git E. MATos 
Contributing Reporter 


Romance was in the air 
Wednesday night, as thousands of 
people packed into Lowell’s 
Tsongas Arena to watch an inspired 
performance by Latin heartthrob, 
Luis Miguel. 

Miguel, known to many as 
Mariah Carey’s “ex,” performed 
may crowd favorites, old and new. 
The Mexican crooner sang his 
romantic hits for an adoring, 
female-dominated crowd, who 
screamed and cried their unabated 
love for him. 

“He just makes you melt when 
he sings. I want to look at him all 
night, what a beautiful man,” 
screamed Isabella Fernandez, a 23- 
year-old Venezuelan fan. 

The seven-time Latin Grammy 
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MAMA'S BOYZ 


GOTTA GIVE THIS 
GUY MY SEAT! 


| FOS 


By day, she's the 
epitome of urban chic, 
dressed to the nines 

and ready to kick 
some corporate butt. 


award winner welcomed his fren- 
zied fans in a black tuxedo and 
black bow tie and sang through sev- 
eral songs off his new album, “Mis 
Romances.” 

As Miguel sang his romantic 
songs, woman showered the Latin 
sex symbol with everything from 
red roses and flags, to stuffed ani- 
mals and bras. 

Miguel capped the two-hour set 
by returning to his Mexican roots, 
belting out two songs with an eight- 
piece Mariachi band. 

The highlight of the evening 
was an energy-packed closing, in 
which confetti rained from the ceil- 
ings and fans waved their hands in 
unison, as Miguel performed a cou- 
ple of dance-inspired classics. 

Miguel left the crowd scream- 
ing, pounding on seats and begging 
for more-proving why he is one of 
the great Latin singers of our time. 


IT APPEARS % 
HE HULL HAS FAY 
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Ee THEY APPEAR TO 
HAVE BARRICAPED 

Be THEMSELVES IN 


Luis Miguel is one of the most 
popular Latin singers around 
today. 
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NO THA 
PAL, L.. 
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By night, she whips 
off her elegant 
exterior and changes 
into her alter ego, 
donning her “uglies" 
in order to disguise 
herself from her 


arch enemies. 


SO WHERE 
WOULD T 
HEAD NOW?.. 
TO THE BACK? 


SON AFTER THAT 
YOU'D BE HEADED 
0 JAIL 


Is it a bird? 
Is it a plane? 
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The health benefits of wine 


Drinking wine each 
day can help many 
health problems 


By NORMA VITALE 
Features Editor 


Did you know drinking a glass of 
wine a day is good for your heart and 
health? Over the years studies have 
shown that by drinking wine you are 
reducing the risk of cardiovascular 
disease and heart attacks. 

Who knew this ancient beverage 
would dilate arteries and increase 
bloods flow, which will lower the 
risk of clots? Such clots can cut off 
blood supplies and cause damage to 
the heart muscles. Wine is often pre- 
scribed to patience with bad choles- 
terol. Wine helps prevent future dam- 
age to the lining of the arteries. 

Women who drink wine might 
find it highly beneficial to their 
heath. It may be believed that wine 
could slow down the growth of can- 
cer, especially breast cancer. Even 
may cut down any risk of osteoporo- 
sis for those who don’t get enough 
calcium in their diet or lose some as 
they get older. It’s believed men 
should drink | to 2 glasses a day and 
women should drink | to 1 1/2 glass- 
es. 


Wine with meals is considered a 
wonderful dietary factor for people 
on diets. Drinking wine while you eat 
helps the digestive system cut a lot of 
fat from your meal. Even cooking 
with wine helps cut fat from your 
food, which is perfect for creamy 
types of food that can be extremely 
fatty. 

Although it’s great wine has 
many health benefactors, 
overindulging in too much wine can 
cause more harm than good. Abusing 
any alcoholic beverage for long peri- 
ods of time can lead to alcoholism, 
liver damage, heart failure and even 
obesity. 

Those who do decide to have 
wine as a daily supplement should 


first talk to a doctor before doing so. 
Especially those who are on medica- 
tion daily should always consult a 
doctor for approval. 


Norma’s Top List of Wines. 

Here are some wines I find rather 
good and tasty that you might enjoy. 
They are good for meals, with 
snacks, such as bread and cheese, or 
just drinking as is. 

1.) Livingston: Red wines and 
rose wines. 

2.) Turning leaf: white zinfan- 
dels. 

3.) Gossamer Bay: Red wine, 
white wines and flush wines. 

4.) Sutter House: Red wines, and 
Chardonnay’s. 


Breakfast Lifesaver, 
recipe for those 


in a rush 


By NORMA VITALE 
Features Editor 


Breakfast is the most impor- 
tant meal of the day. Here’s a 
nutritious meal called, “Breakfast 
Lifesaver”. This is good for peo- 
ple who have large households or 
for those who haven’t time in the 
morning to make breakfast. The 
Breakfast Lifesaver you create 
the night before and just bake in 
the oven the next morning. 


Ingredients 

* A loaf of sliced bread (any of 
your choice) 

* 4 eggs 

* sliced ham 

* sliced/shredded cheese (any of 
your choice) 

* 1/4 cup of heavy cream 

* Chopped onions and celery ( 
too, any other veggies you desire) 
* | tsp. of sugar 

* | tsp. of pepper 

* powder cinnamon 

* a large, deep foil cooking tray 


Recipe 
-Mix the eggs, cream, sugar 


and pepper together into a bowl. 

-Lightly butter the bottom of 
cooking tray. 

-Take the slices of bread and 
lightly dip each side into the egg 
mixture. 

-Cover the whole bottom of 
the tray with the bread, this is 
your bottom layer. (Note: you 
might need to cut some of the 
bread in half to fill in corners and 
empty spaces.) 

-Spread the slices of ham and 
cheese over the bread then add the 
vegetables. 

-Now put the egg dipped 
bread over; this is your third 
layer. Gentle press down, just to 
make sure everything stays 
together. 

-Spread the ham, cheese and 
veggies over the bread again and 
place the final layer egg dipped 
bread on the top and gentle press. 

-Sprinkle cinnamon and sugar 
on top cover with aluminum foil 
and place in the refrigerator to sit 
over night. 

-When your ready to cook 
preheat the oven at 350 degrees 
and cook for 20-25 minutes. 
Serves up to eight people. 


GUARANTEED ADMISSION TO FOUR-YEAR STATE COL- 
LEGES & UNIVERSITIES 


JOINT ADMISSIONS 
PROGRAM 


Obtaining admittance to a four-year college or university 
has never been easier! 


Community college graduates are guaranteed admission to state col- 
leges and universities of Massachusetts when they complete an 
associate degree in an approved program with a GPA of 2.5 or bet- 
ter, and transfer to a comparable program at a participating college. 
You’ll need to check with the Academic Advising Center to find 
which colleges accept your program of study. 


Participating College & Universities 


Bridgewater State, Fitchburg State, Framingham State, 
Massachusetts College of Art, Mass Maritime Academy, Mass 
College of Liberal Arts, Salem State, Westfield State and Worcester 
State College as well as the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
Boston, Dartmouth and Lowell participate in this program. Students 
enrolled in the Joint Admissions Program who have a GPA of 3.0 or 
higher also benefit from reduced tuition costs once they transfer to 
a Massachusetts state college or the University of Massachusetts via 
the Tuition Advantage Program. — 


Students interested in participating in this program should speak 
with an academic adviser prior to enrollment at the college of their 
choice. 


Please visit the Academic Advising Center in Haverhill in B-201 or 
call 97-.556-3440. The Academic Advising Center at the Lawrence 
Campus is located in L-101, 978-738-7423. 


THEN YOU SEE THE POWER OF COMMUNITY COALITIONS. 


They help community groups - like the PTA”, your church, clubs, even your employer — 
organize resources and focus them where they're needed most. Especially fighting 
to keep kids away from drugs. If you're in a community group, ask if you can do 
more by teaming up with a community coalition. It’s really simple. Just go to 
www.helpyourcommunity.org or call 1-877-KIDS-313 to contact a community 
coalition in your area. They'll tell you exactly how your group can help. You'll be 


surprised at what you have to offer. And how much you can accomplish. 


YOU GET MORE WHEN YOU GET TOGETHER 


Office of Notional Drug Control Policy 


; 
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Clegg leads Lady Knightsto victory 


Lady Knights head 
into MCCAC 
tournament red-hot 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The NECC women’s basketball 
team improved to 13-3 with a 63-58 
win over Manchester Community 
College of Connecticut on Feb. 11. 

Guard Crystal Clegg led the way 
with 23 points for Coach Larry 
Snow’s Lady Knights. Jamie Potter 
was the emotional leader fighting for 
calls and chasing after loose balls. 

Clegg dominated the first half 


netting 20 of her game high 23 points 
in the first 20 minutes. Combined 
with the high powered play of for- 
ward Amanda Ducharme, NECC 
sported a 35-31 halftime advantage. 

Manchester coach Greg Turner 
made very effective halftime adjust- 
ments, shutting down Clegg after her 
dynamic performance in the first 
half. Potter and Ducharme picked up 
the slack both finishing with 11 
points apiece. 

With 7:30 to play NECC had a 
four-point lead. Two key turnovers 
allowed MCC to pull even with the 
Knights but a huge three pointer by 
Berlin Almonte with 1:10 to go put 
NECC up three. 

Following a controversial shot 
clock violation, Manchester got the 


Kory Wagner photo 


Jay Avant drives to the basket for two of his 17 points 


ball with 28.7 seconds left. 

Clegg came through again, steal- 
ing the ball at half court. She was 
then intentionally fouled with 18.3 
on the clock. Clegg hit one of two 
from the line putting NECC up four 
clinching the game for the Lady 
Knights. ‘ 

NECC set the tone during pre- 
game warm ups, going through drills 
loosely, confidently, and with ease. 
The Lady Knights have received 
much attention for their slim rester. 
This wasn’t a factor against MCC; 
the Cougars only had eight players. 

The team is red-hot heading into 
the MCCAC Tournament, which will 
be held on NECC’S campus Feb. 23- 
24. 


21 point victory 
stepping stone for 
MCCAC tournament 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Jay Avant and Nathan Proulx led 
the NECC men’s basketball team to a 
67-46 victory over Manchester 
Community College of Connecticut 
Feb.11 at the NECC Sport and 
Fitness Center. 

The two sophomore guards com- 
bined for 36 points, putting Coach 
Darren Strattoh’s Knight’s over the 
.500 mark at 10-9. 

Whittier’s Fabio Matias and 
Haverhill’s Chris Buchikos were 
relentless on the boards grabbing 
many key rebounds for the Knights. 


Kory Wagner photo 


Crystal Clegg goes for two against the MCC Cougars. 


Avant, Proulx come up big for Knights 


The first 10 minutes were very 
sloppy for NECC. The Knights 
missed many open shots that would 
have given them a comfortable lead. 

The possession arrow was a big 
factor in the first half, both teams 
spent time on the floor hustling for 
loose balls. The Knights played 
mostly zone on defense to make up 
for a clear height disadvantage. Led 
by Avant’s 15 first half points, NECC 
went into the locker room with a 30- 
25 lead. 

The Knights came out smoking 
in the second half going on a 9-0 run 
and jumped out to a 14-point lead. 

With some tenacious defense 
NECC opened up a 20 point lead 
eight minutes into the half. 

Manchester battled back with the 
help of massive center Delano Paul. 
The Cougars went on a 6-0 run mid- 
way through the half, cutting the 
Knight’s lead to 12. 

NECC’s lead shrunk to 8 with 


6:37 remaining. Chris Buchikas 
answered for the Knights, ringing off 
7 straight points making it a 15-point 
lead with 4:00 to go. 

The Cougars never recovered as 
the Knights ran out the clock with 
solid defense and a couple of nifty 
games of keep away. Manchester got 
a little edgy as the clock wound down 
making some rough fouls. 

The Knights kept their cool and 
walked off the floor victorious for the 
tenth time this season. 

The 21 point victory is a solid 
stepping stone for the NECC men as 
they prepare for the MCCAC tourna- 
ment which will take place on cam- 
pus Feb. 23-24. 

Avant, the 6’3 guard from 
Methuen and Proulx, the 6’0 guard 
out of Lowell are prime candidates 
for the all-conference team. 
Hopefully, the Knights momentum 
will lead to success in the post sea- 
son. 


NECC gets new scoreboard from Coca-Cola 


_ Thanks to the generosity of the 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of 
Salem, N.H., Corporate Chefs, Inc. 
of Haverhill, and Elite Vending of 
Haverhill, Northern Essex 
Community College has new score- 
boards and a new scoring table at the 
gym of its Sport & Fitness Center on 
the Haverhill campus. 

The companies donated two new 
scoreboards and the scoring table to 
the college. They were installed 
Thursday, Feb. 7. ae 

“We were extremely happy to do 
this,” said Bill Grace of the Coca- 
Cola Bottling Co. “We’re big fans of 
Northern Essex Community College 
athletics, and the college’s educa- 
tional mission.” 

“We’re very pleased and grateful 


to the Coca-Cola Bottling Company, 
Elite Vending and Corporate Chefs,” 
said Nita Lamborghini, Assistant 
Dean of College Life & Healthy 
Living at Northern Essex CC. 
“We’re also grateful for the support 
we received within the college com- 
munity. Both the Office of 
Institutional Advancement and the 
Office of Administration were instru- 


mental in making this happen.” 


The men’s and women’s basket- 
ball teams are strong contenders in 
the Massachusetts Community 
College Athletic Conference, and 
Northern Essex CC will be the host 


_site for the annual conference tourna- 


ment on the weekend of February 23- 
24. 


POINTS 


Berlin A Imonte, left, and Nate Proulx accepted the new scoreboard on NECC ’ behalf. 
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1.2 million fans show the 
support for the Patriots 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The New England Patriots, fresh 
off a 20-17 victory over the St. Louis 
Rams in Super Bowl XXXVI, 
received a heroe’s welcome in 
Boston on Feb.5. Game MVP Tom 
Brady, Owner Bob Kraft, Coach Bill 
Belichick, Ty Law, and Lawyer 
Milloy were among the Pats staff 
greeted by over a million fans. The 
Parade route, which extended from 
Copley Square all the way to City 
Hall, was lined by Pats enthusiasts 
cheering the Super Bowl champs. 

The wide-eyed big smiled Pats 
waved to the crowd from atop vehi- 
cles donated by Boston Duck Tours. 

The Parade wrapped up with a 
rally on the stage in City Hall Plaza. 
The radio voices of the Patriots, Gil 
Santos and Gino Cappaletti, served 
as hosts introducing the speakers to 
the crowd. Kraft told the mass of 
millions, “This city has waited a long 
time for this, this is yours.” 
Linebacker Mike Vrabel led the 
crowd in a famous chant dehumaniz- 
ing the New York Yankees. 

The highlight of the rally came 
when Ty Law stepped up to the mike. 
The charismatic cornerback started a 
dance party and did his best to get 


everybody involved. Turning to 
Brady, Law said, “Give me an MYP, 
I’m the man dance.” 

The quarterback did his best, but 
the New England fans discovered 
one thing Tom Brady can’t do... 
dance. This paled in comparison to 
the moves displayed by Kraft. No 
matter how feeble the attempts to 
dance were, it was plain to see the 
pure excitement and joy felt by 
everybody in attendance. 

Notably absent from the festivi- 
ties were quarterback Drew Bledsoe 
and linebacker Willie McGinest. 
Bledsoe reportedly went back to 
Montana immediately after returning 
from the Super Bowl. The veteran 
quarterback received criticism for 
not attending the parade. The con- 
sensus was that regardless of his 
future with the team, Bledsoe should 
have taken the opportunity to say 
goodbye to the fans. McGinest, who 
the Pats left unprotected in this 
month’s expansion draft, was 
rumored to have some resentment 
over being made available to the 
Houston Texans. 

The reigning champs will bring 
the Lombardi Trophy to the five 
other New England states (Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Connecticut, and Rhode Island) over 
the next several weeks. 


Clockwise from top: Patriots on the Duck Tour boats, owner Bob Kraft dancing, Ty Law and 
Lawyer Milloy feeling the grooves, team MVP Troy Brown, Head Coach Bill Belichick and Super 
Bowl MVP quarterback Tom Brady. In center, a fan-made sign. 
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_ Point - 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


It is my contention that downhill 
skiing is the toughest event at the 
Winter Olympics. 

The downhill is one of 10 alpine 
events that will be held at three 
venues Snowbasin,Park City and 
Deer Valley. The Snowbasin plays 
host to the downhill. 

The course has an 881-meter 
vertical drop and the starting pitch 
has a 74-percent grade. The summit 
for the downhill is at 2,831 meters. 
The downhill features the longest 
course and the highest speeds in 
alpine skiing. Each skier makes a 
single run down a single course and 
the fastest time determines the win- 
ner. a 

Considering the force and pres- 
sure placed on each participant as 
they prepare to take off, simply start- 
ing the race is no small feat. Once 
the skier is off and running the real 
challenge presents itself. 

Racing speeds exceed 80 miles 
per hour going around sharp turns 
and over icy patches. The competi- 
tors also are faced with harsh winds 
blasting in their faces as they try to 
stay focused on the path ahead. 

The goal is to get to the bottom 
with the fastest time intact, this 
doesn’t leave time to slowly break 
down the course. 

However, these miraculous ath- 
letes find a way through all these 
obstacles to achieve on a level wor- 
thy of Olympic gold. 


Counter Pomt 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Imagine traveling down an icy 
mountain up to 80 mph, headfirst 
lying on your stomach atop of a sled. 
Do you have the picture in your head? 
I’ve just described the Olympic event 
skeleton. 

The skeleton makes its return to 
the Olympics for the first time since 
1948 for the men and is the first ever 
appearance for women. 

During the run ,sliders may leave 
their sled to push or move it, but they 
must be on the sled when crossing the 
finish line. 

I believe the skeleton is one of the 
hardest events in this year’s Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake City, because 
the rider is going down the one of the 
fastest tracks in the world headfirst. 
They have spikes on their shoes to 
help with the start but cannot have 
any additional help in the start. 

The sleds have two runners, with 
the frame and body made of steel. The 
length of the sled is 80 cm to 120 cm. 
Not a very big sled to be heading 
down a track headfirst. 

Athletes cannot work on their 
sleds within 20 minutes of their start 
and the sled is exposed to the air for 
one hour prior to the run, which 
means competitors cannot try to gain 
unfair advantages by heating their 
equipment. 

Would you like to try this event? I 
think I will definitely leave this one to 
the Olympians. Heading down a 
mountain headfirst at a speed of 80 
mph is not my idea of a good time. 


ee 


photos courtesy of Olympics.com 
Olympic events downhill skiing, top, and the skeleton, above. 


Pressure’s on for the Sox 


Random 
thoughts 
one week 
after the 
Super Bowl. 
As I think 
back to the 
celebration 
that fol- 
lowed the 
Patriots 20- 
17 victory 
over the St. Louis Rams, a certain 
sadness comes over me. Will things 
ever be this good again? 

The Red Sox left for spring train- 
ing the other day with the smallest 
amount of fan fare in team history. 
Could it be that the Patriots champi- 
onship has pushed the whiny Sox 
into second place among New 


England sports fans? 

The Patriots Super Bowl victory 
is probably the best thing that could 
have happened to the Red Sox. 
Boston fans no longer have the 
“loserville” title to defend against, 
they are champions and nothing can 
take that away. 

If the local nine want to build on 
that and have a successful season 
filled with team spirit and tough play, 
great. 

However, if another season of 
complaining, halfhearted play, and 
constant absences is what’s on tap, I 
believe the people of New England 
are all set. You see what John Henry, 
Dan Duquette, Joe Kerrigan, and the 
entire Red Sox organization needs to 
realize is there is now added pressure 
to win the big one. 

Boston has been without a title 
since 1986 when the Celtics won the 
NBA championship. Now that a team 
has brought a title back home the bar 


has been raised. 

A lot can be said for the history 
and tradition that surrounds the Sox. 
But case in point, how long will this 
organization be able to fall back on 
history? The Sox haven’t been to the 
World Series since 1986 and have 
been absent from the post-season 
since 1999. 

Despite free agent pick-ups like 
Manny Ramirez, top flight players 
in Nomar Garciaparra and Pedro 
Martinez, and die hard fan support 
the Sox still can’t get over the hump. 

The worst part about the situa- 
tion is the effort the team has put 
forth in underachieving. 

It would be different if a season 
came to a close and Red Sox fans 
everywhere could say the team did 
everything it could to win. 

That just hasn’t been the case 
however and the crew on Yawkey 
Way better shape up or the fans may 
ship out. 


Tide rolls in for ‘Bama 


Boosters cause 
headaches for 
Alabama football program 


By ScorTr KINNEY 
Contributing Reporter 


By now you have heard of the 
recent probation of Alabama football 
for five years and the removal of any 
possibility of a bowl game for the 
next two. The allegation is, now hold 
your breath, boosters buying 
prospects. 

Apparently a group of Alabama 
boosters got together in order to per- 
suade a certain Memphis prospect to 
come and play for Alabama. 

They did this by paying the high 
school coach a tidy sum of $115,000. 
Can one possibly fathom such a hor- 
rendous thing taking place? 

The truth is that boosters all 
around the country fix grades, buy 
players and create erroneous funds 
specifically for national signing day, 
not just for football, but for every 


major sport on every major college 
campus. 

In a den of theives Alabama’s 
only true crime was getting caught. 

It is my belief that the NCAA is 
to blame. As a repeat offender, the 
committee representing the NCAA 
had the option of the death penalty, 
the ability to completely abolish the 
football program at Alabama. 

As committee chairman Thomas 


Yeager told ESPN.com, “They were 
absolutely staring down the barrel of 
a gun.” 

However, they opted not to use 
that gun out of self interest. 


Can one honestly believe that the 
committee chairman or any of its 
members would be considered for a 
job in one of the major conferences 
after shutting down one of college 
football’s premiere programs? 

There are also other considera- 
tions such as the amount of money a 
certain school brings to the NCAA. 
The fact is that college football along 
with any other major college sport is 
a multi-million dollar organization, 
one that is not to be treated lightly. 

Ultimately the Crimson Tide get 
a slap on the wrist because of the size 
of their organization. 

The NCAA comes off as looking 
firm and righteous, the only ones 
who truly suffer are the coaches of 
the Alabama football team who will 
be black-balled for something that 
they probably had no prior knowl- 
edge of. 

In 1987, the NCAA eradicated 
SMU’s football program, a blow 
from which they have truly recoy- 
ered. How short these boosters’ 
memories are. 


Make your voice heard 
Drop off or send 
letters to our newsroom in 


the Student Center 
or email us: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Page 20 NECC Observer Feb. 20, 2002 


DOMINATING THE FLOOR AND THE Al 
NECC KNIGHTS prccsis convene 


The teams are red-hot heading 
into the MCCAC Tournament, 


which will be held at NECC on. 
Feb. 23-24. 


At left, Crystal Clegg met by her teamates after their win; above, 


mens team warming up before the game; at right, Fabio Matias of 
NECC and Delano Paul of MCC at tip off. 


